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Days Filled with Fun & Excitement!
Boys & Girls, 4-15 • 2-8 Week Programs  

Operated by Licensed Teachers & Administrators 
All Union Rates Accepted • Weekly Field Trips • Sports 

Arts & Crafts • Swim Lessons • Academic Program Available

NEW FOR 2018: 
Introduction to Robotics

SAT., MARCH 3RD &
SAT., MARCH 24TH, 2018

1:00PM - 3:00PM
JIB LANES

67-19 Parsons Blvd. 
Flushing, NY 11365

 &

Open House :

  For More Info,
       Call  1-800-
           856-1043
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Year Round 
Registration

Next 
Open Houses
3/11 & 3/18

Open Houses
Sunday 3/11 and Sunday 3/18

Held at Jib Lanes 1-3pm
67-19 Parsons Blvd., Flushing, NY 11365
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L ast month, being Feb-
ruary, I wrote a col-
umn that spoke about 

LOVE. I pretty much always 
write about love in February, 
and typically in March I move 
on to comment on summer 
and camp and/or choosing 
the right school or something 
on that order. That’s the core 
of our editorial and advertis-
ing base, and our purpose in publishing, 
to help assist parents with the important 
job of helping to raise children in this com-
plex world.

However, this month, our usual wonder-
ful expression of love on Valentine’s Day 
turned into a both a personal and national 
nightmare. Another school shooting, this 
time in Parkland, Fla., ended the school 
day with 17 dead and numerous wounded. 
Kids and teachers went off to school and 
many didn’t come home. Those who did 
are undoubtedly traumatized forever. 

Again? Another school day turned into a 
war zone? I didn’t grow up with this reality. 

None of the adults I know did. 
We had other nightmares like 
polio, air-raid drills, and tor-
nado warnings. We recall the 
shootings of our national lead-
ers, men like John F. Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Medgar Evers. We recall the 
horrors of the civil rights pro-
tests and the Vietnam debate 
and the war itself. Our nation 

has often been divided. The Civil War was 
reflective of a lot that has continued in this 
vast and diverse land of ours. 

But this debate about guns and the right 
to bear arms is the one that many of our 
nation’s teens and adults are now ready 
to radically pounce on. Thank goodness 
I didn’t have to parent kids who left for 
school every day with me wondering if 
there was going to be a shoot-out in their 
school. Nor did my parents or their par-
ents, but that’s no longer true. School is no 
longer the ALWAYS safe and nurturing en-
vironment it used to be. Only recently have 
parents and kids become wary and afraid 

of what might take place in their school 
after they say good-bye in the morning. 

I feel very passionate about this. Who 
doesn’t? Even the discussion about how to 
deal with school shootings is like being in 
a bad dream. It can’t be real, but it is. We 
are seriously debating arming teachers 
and all kinds of band-aid fixits that don’t 
address the core problem. The core prob-
lem is guns, and if we love our children 
we will love them more than some people 
seem to love their weapons. Some think we 
have a constitutional right to bear arms. I 
believe we have a right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, and that means 
our kids going off to school and coming 
home safe at the end of the day. 

What do you think?

Susan Weiss-Voskidis, 
Publisher/Excutive Editor
Susan@nyparenting.com

School — a safe and nurturing environment
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By Jess Michaels

W hen researching a summer camp 
for your child, there are many 
things you need to consider. You 

want to make sure to choose a camp that 
has a philosophy that matches your own 
family’s values, an appropriate program 
for your child’s needs, and a camp that is 
fully committed to providing a summer of 
fun and growth in a well-supervised and 
safe environment. But what is the best way 

to discover how safe a camp is before reg-
istering? The American Camp Association, 
New York and New Jersey, recommends 
parents consider the following when look-
ing for a camp for their child:

Camp director
One of the most important parts of re-

searching a camp is looking at who the 
director is. Parents should inquire about 
the director’s background and if he or she 
is a year-round camp professional or a sea-

sonal employee. Year-round professionals 
spend the year focused on the camp and 
concentrate on youth development, along 
with recreation. Parents also want to make 
sure they feel comfortable with the direc-
tor and that he or she is able to answer any 
questions you may have about summer 
camp safety.  

Camp review
It is imperative that the camp a parent 

chooses for her child is regulated and 

Find a safe camp
How to research your child’s camp is before registering
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has outside review. In New York State, 
single-purpose indoor camps can operate 
without a license from the Department of 
Health.  Parents want to make sure that 
the camp they choose has a license from 
the Department of Health and meets basic 
safety standards. Those that choose to 
become accredited by the American Camp 
Association go above a state’s basic li-
censing requirements and address specific 
areas of programming, personnel, health 
care, emergency response, management 
practices, and youth development. Choos-
ing an accredited camp is a parent’s best 
evidence of a camp’s commitment to a safe 
program.

Staff composition
Inquire about a camp’s staff composi-

tion. Parents want to look for a camp di-
rector who addresses child protection and 
safety issues with knowledge and sensitiv-
ity. Ask about who is caring for your child. 
Ask about age of staff, experience, pre-
season and on-going staff training, back-
ground checks, the interview process, 
camper-staff ratios, work history checks, 
and character references. 

Special considerations
If your child has special considerations 

such as a medical condition or a food al-

lergy, you want to ask the director how he 
or she handles such considerations and 
if he or she has had another camper with 
similar issues. You want to make sure the 
camp can handle your child’s needs.  

Medical staff
Ask if there is a doctor or nurse in resi-

dence or on call for campers at all times. 
Parents want to also make sure the camp 
has Epi-Pens and automated external defi-
brillators on site and that it employs staff 
members trained to use them.

Staff training
Find out what topics are covered during 

a camp’s staff training. At a minimum, staff 
should be trained in safety regulations, 
emergency procedures and communica-
tion, behavior management techniques, 
child abuse prevention, appropriate staff 
and camper behavior, and specific pro-
cedures for supervision. If there are wa-
terfront activities, families want to make 
sure they are supervised by a certified 
lifeguard.

Safety procedures
Ask about the safety measures that are 

in place. These can include inquiring about 
medical personnel on property, emergency 
plans for natural disasters or evacuations, 

security guards, staff screening proce-
dures, and instructor qualifications.

Out of camp trips
Ask how the camp handles field trips 

and safety procedures that are in place for 
these trips. Find out if the campers and 
staff wear shirts to be easily identifiable, if 
accompanying staff have first aid and CPR 
training, a lost camper plan, if staff carry 
cellphones, and what the staff-to-camper 
ratio is.   

Camp references
One of the best ways to find out about 

a camp’s safety record is to ask for refer-
ences. Ask other parents about the expe-
riences of their children and if they are 
going back next summer. Be specific and 
ask for a reference from your town or 
child’s age group to ensure the camp isn’t 
giving out the same few phone numbers to 
each parent.  

Jess Michaels is the director of communica-
tions for the American Camp Association, New 
York and New Jersey, a not-for-profit organi-
zation dedicated to enhancing the summer 
camp experience. Parents looking for a camp 
for their child can contact the organization for 
free, one-on-one advice in finding a camp at 
(212) 391–5208.

CORE ACADEMIC &

RECREATIONAL OPTIONS

Martial Arts • Cooking • Drama

Swimming • Arts & Crafts

Computers • Day Trips 

and More!
OPEN
HOUSE
APRIL 14
10am-12pm

ALL CHILDREN

Entering Pre-K to 8th Grade

Are Welcome

For more information or to schedule a private 
tour, visit www.kewforest.org/summer 
or call 718.268.4667 x108

119-17 UNION TURNPIKE • FOREST HILLS, NY

New Rates for 2018!

JULY 2 – AUGUST 17

Monday through Friday

9:00am – 4:00pm

Register by the Day,

Week or Full 7 Weeks!

Before & After Care

Available
SAVE 

$100
REGISTER BY

APRIL 30
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2018 Camp Choices

YMCA  
SUMMER 
CAMPS

NEW YORK CITY’S YMCA ymcanyc.org/camp

10%  
Early Bird  
Discount 
ENDS APRIL 21

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

WEEKLY CAMP
July 9th to 27th  •  Register now for $25

Each session is one week $175/wk
Camp times 9-11am or 1-3pmCamp times 9-11am or 1-3pm

www.joesmusiccenter.org
Email: info@joesmusiccenter.org

Summer Camp
Ages 2 to 7 years old

114-04 Farmers Blvd.,
St. Albans, NY 11412

718-454-3036

550 Remsen Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11236

718-774-0700

advantage Day 
camps
Manhattan Plaza Racquet Club
Roosevelt Island Racquet Club
212-935-0250 ext. 812 or 
646-884-9648 
sokeefe@advantagecamps.net 
www.advantagecamps.net
Our camps offer every kind of 
fun imaginable for campers ages 
4 to 14, with art, swimming, 
tennis, field sports, rock climb-
ing and more. Excursions to 
NYC attractions and enrichment 
classes in fencing, chess and 
nature exploration all help make 
it the best day camp in NYC! 
Easy to reach by tram, subway, 
ferry or car.

advantage all-city 
Junior tennis camp
Roosevelt Island Racquet Club
212-935-0250 or gkent@
advantagetennisclubs.com
www.advantagetennisclubs.
com
This is a camp for players ages 
6 to 17 who live for tennis! 
Our racquet club location is the 
perfect spot to learn the game, 
fine-tune your strategy and 
everything in between! There’s 
expert instruction from some of 
the finest coaches in the East, 
along with drills, match play and 
cross-training. 

Blue Dolphin summer 
camp
Jamaica, 718-847-6470
www.bluedolphincamp.com
A 2-8 week program from 7am 
– 6pm for campers ages 3-15 
with bus service available.  Our 
camp is a great place to make 
friends in a relaxed and fun-
filled environment, to build self-
esteem and independence and 
to challenge themselves with 
new physical and creative activi-
ties, such as Taekwondo, ceram-
ics, Basketball, softball, Tennis, 
Yoga, Lacrosse, Hockey, Gaga 
ball, and so much more! With a 
caring staff and instructors and 
diverse programs; It’s easy to 
understand why so many camp-
ers lover Blue Dolphin Summer 
Camp

Bula Kids camp
Woodside, 601-675-2852
bulaartsandculture.org 
bulaartsandculture@gmail.com
Creative and Hands-on Spring 
and Summer Camps for tod-
dlers and children 18 months-10 
years old.  Activities include: 

Ballet, hip hop, dances from the 
world, music, cooking, theater, 
sculpture, writing, circus, paint-
ing, woodwork, sports, origami, 
martial arts, storytelling.  All 
Camps include: 2-3 daily snacks 
/ T-shirt / Materials for arts and 
crafts / special guests / field 
trips / delicious Fridays / tote 
bag and more.  Bula Arts and 
Culture is an inclusive, respect-
ful and diverse educational and 
artistic institution. We promote 
happiness and good health in 
a safe, motivating and inspiring 
environment. Our values of love, 
justice, environmental awareness 
and equality, celebrate diversity 
and joy through art, educa-
tion, entertainment and healthy 
habits.

cK Kids summer 
camps
Middle Village, 718-366-7454 
www.ctkny.org
Ages: 3-16 years old
Don’t Miss the Summer Fun at 
CK!  There are 4 exciting sum-
mer camps to offer children 
of all ages.  Camps appeal to 
all interests’ soccer, basketball, 
cheerleading, dance, drama, 
cooking, arts, waterslides, and 
karate.  On-site Math and ELA 
programs available.  Special 
weekly camps for cooking and a 
dance intensive with top-indus-
try professionals held in July.  
All activities take place on the 
CK Campus.  Come for a week 
or the whole summer!  Flexible 
scheduling, convenient loca-
tion, sibling and multiple week 
discounts.   

iD tech 
1-888-709-8324 
www.idtech.com
The world’s #1 summer STEM 
program for ages 7-18 held 
at 150 prestigious universi-
ties including NYU, NYIT, 
Marymount Manhattan College, 
Columbia University, Kean 
University, Queens College. 
With world-class instructors and 
innovative courses in coding, 
game development, robotics, 
and design, our programs instill 
in-demand skills that embolden 
students to shape the future. 

Joe’s music center: 
music Funtime camp
St. Albans, 718-454-3036 
www.joesmusiccenter.org 
info@joesmusiccenter.org

Continued on page 10
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ALL-CITY JUNIOR 
TENNIS CAMP.

Meet Xavier Luna, 
Advantage All-City Junior 
Tennis Camp Director

For over 30 years Xavier 
has inspired and taught 
recreational players, 
tournament players and 
everyone in between.

Starting June 11, kids ages 5 to 17 get more drills, more skills,  
more time on the courts.

• Expert instruction, drills & games 

• Match play & cross training

• 12 Har-Tru indoor courts & 3 outdoor courts

• Swimming in the afternoons

• Choice of single or consecutive weeks

• At Roosevelt Island Racquet Club, easy to reach by Tram, F train, ferry or car

Sign up today!
Go to advantagetennisclubs.com/camps

For more details contact  
Gordon Kent at gkent@advantagetennisclubs.com, 212.935.0250.
Or Dave Gilbert at dgilbert@advantagetennisclubs.com, 212.935.0250.

Where players focus on tennis,  
up close and all summer long!

BEST  
TENNIS CAMP  

IN NYC!
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80-22 Parsons Blvd. Queens NY 11432
BlueDolphinCamp.com - 718-847-6470

Basketball

Bowling
BasketballSoccer

KaraokeSwimming
GaGa-Ball

Lacrosse

Fishing

Dorney Park

Roller Skating

Friendship

Open House
Saturday March 10th 
11:00am - 1:00pm 

Thursday March 15th  
4:30pm - 6:30pm

Thursday April 12th 
4:30pm  - 6:30pm

Leadership

Blue Dolphin 
Summer Camp

Ages 3-15
Free Extended Hours

7am-9am & 4pm -6pm Independence

IntegrityTeamwork

Family

Arts & Crafts

www.kimmyma-ARTStudio.com
646-209-9352

190-19 Union TPK, Fresh Meadow, NY 11366
facebook.com/kimmyartstudio

Lead curriculum designer: 
Mrs. Kimmy Ma, NYU, Master of Art in the School of 

Education, with a creative team of qualifi ed art instructors.

Kimmy Ma ARTStudio
Annual ART SHOW 2018

May 5-6 (Sat. & Sun.) 11am-3pm
Open House & ALL WELCOME!!

School Year 16 wk
Charcoal, Illustration, Watercolor & Acrylic Painting

*Sundays, M-T after school 
Medium Based Curriculum, 90-min Art Fundamental 

*W-TH-F after school, or Sat. 9:30, 12:15: 
2.5 hr. Lesson Formats for Serious/Skill Assertive Learners

SUNDAY Family Painting Workshop
Adult & Youth 3/18, 1:30-3:15

Spring and Summer School Breaks
SPRING BREAK 4/3-4/5 T/W/TH 10:30-12:30 & 1-3pm
Summer 7/10-8/23, T/W/TH 4-6pm, Art Fundamentals 

Summer 7/10-8/23 T/W/TH 1-3:30pm, Serious Learners age 9+ 

Our Summer Music FunTime 
week-long camp sessions will 
be offered to children aged 2-7 
years in morning or afternoon 
sessions. Campers may register 
for any one week during July 
9 and July 27. Expert musical 
instruction for all ages is avail-
able, with instrumental, vocal, 
and dance education in all 
genres as well as musical the-
ater.  Music FunTime is our inno-
vative, structured early learning 
program. Our progressive cur-
riculum is derived from Johns-
Hopkins research exploring the 
magical connection between 
math & science through music 
for children 18 months thru 7 
years of age. Children learn to 
read music notation and sym-
bols, eventually, learning to play 
instruments.

summer at the Kew-
Forest school
Forest Hills, 718-268-4667 
summer@kewforest.org
To serve the community’s need 
for a safe and exciting summer 
program, The Kew-Forest School 
offers Summer at Kew-Forest! 
for all children entering grades 
pre-K to eight. Our academics 
provide enrichment in reading, 
writing, and mathematics in a 
relaxed environment while our 
recreational program builds 
individual interest in activities 
like art, sports, cooking, swim-
ming, drama and more.  Register 
by the day, week, or for the full 
seven weeks! Before and after 
camp care options also available. 
Ask us about our available dis-
counts or how you can schedule 
a private tour.

Kimmy ma summer 
arts
Fresh Meadow, 646-209-9352
www.kimmyma-artstudio.com
Our summer programs include 
art fundamental classes that 
explore medium usages in 
paintings & drawings with art 
vocabularies, ideal for school 
age learners. The Young Artist 
Programs in classically training 
formats incorporate concept 
development guidance while 
exploring techniques & color 
theories, ideal for serious learn-
ers age 9+. To prepare for 
portfolio & auditions with cus-
tomized schedule, please consult 
with Mrs. Ma for private lessons. 

Visit our FB page to see our 
student gallery. Family programs 
in March & illustration/cartoon-
ing in the April spring break are 
available.

luHi summer 
Programs
Brookville, Long Island
516-927-7660
www.luhisummercamps.org
Give your child a summer to 
remember!
Our camp is located on a 32 
acre campus with an Olympic 
size outdoor pool.  There are 36 
programs to choose from with 
4 two week sessions between 
June and August. Door to door 
transportation is included with 
all programs and extended day 
is available.

magic Day camp
Bayside, 718-634-8109 
www.magicdaycamp.com 
contactus@magicdaycamp.com
A privately owned summer day 
camp that has successfully oper-
ated for more than 30 years. 
Providing door to door transpor-
tation to families everywhere in 
Queens at no additional cost. 
Generations of children have 
experienced a safe and reward-
ing environment to explore new 
and enriching experiences that 
foster both mental and physical 
growth.  With daily swimming, 
trips, sports programs, dance 
programs, parks, state of the art 
facilities and incredible summer 
days, every day is truly magical! 
Daily hot and cold lunches are 
included.

oasis Day camp at 
Qcc Bayside
646-519-5057
www.oasischildren.com
For campers ages 3-15. Our 
staff focuses on creating activi-
ties and instruction that are 
developmentally appropriate for 
the varied ages of our camp-
ers.  Campers are split into 
Lower Camp, Upper Camp, and 
two specialty programs, Early 
Start Imagination Camp for our 
youngest children ages 3-5 who 
are fully potty trained, and our 
Teen Travel Program for kids 
age 12-14.  Extended day trips 
and even overnights are part of 
this teen experience.  We have 
everything a camp should have; 
great facilities, loads of activities, 
and most importantly, the most 

Continued from page 8

Continued on page 12
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A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words

131 Brookville Road, Brookville, N.Y. 11545 • 516-626-1100 
Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 11TH 
NOON - 3:00 PM.

•  FREE Door To Door Transportation 
    from Queens
•  Over 30 Different Programs
•  Grades Pre K-12
•  Our 56th Year of Putting Smiles on 

Children’s Faces
•  Beautiful Campus conveniently located close 

to the LI Expressway in Nassau County

Building Friendships that Last a Lifetime!Building Friendships that Last a Lifetime!
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2018 Camp ChoicesCREATIVE AND HANDS ON CAMPS FOR TODDLERS 
AND CHILDREN 18 MONTHS-10 YEARS OLD

 bulaartsandculture@gmail.com
40-28 58th Street Queens, NY 11377

bulaartsandculture.org

Full Day Camps With Early Drop Off/Extended Day Available

Summer Camp 6 weeks July 9th-August 17th
Games Around the World July 9th-13th

Hawaiian Week July 16th-20th
Stars and Planets July 23rd-27th 

Great people from the World July 30th-August 3rd 
Puppets August 6th-10th

Field Trips August 13th-17th 

Spring Camp 
April 2nd - 6th Insects & Flowers

Ballet • Hip Hop • Dances From The World • Music • Cooking • Theater • Sculpture 
• Writing • Circus • Painting • Woodwork • Sports • Origami • Martial Arts • Storytelling

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY: (601) 675 2852CALL OR EMAIL TODAY: (601) 675 2852

well trained, caring staff in the 
industry.

Ymca of Greater 
New York Day camps
Catalpa Center YMCA, 
212-912-2180 
www.ymcanyc.org/catalpa
Cross Island YMCA, 
718-551-9300
www.ymcanyc.org/cross
Flushing YMCA, 718-551-9350 
www.ymcanyc.org/flushing
Jamaica YMCA, 718-739-6600 
www.ymcanyc.org/jamaica
Long Island City YMCA,
32-23 Queens Boulevard., LIC; 
718-392-7932 or  
www.ymcanyc.org/lic; 
Rockaway YMCA at Arverne 
by the Sea, 718-215-6950
www.ymcanyc.org/rockaway
At YMCA summer camps, chil-
dren learn leadership skills and 
develop self-confidence in a 
safe, accepting, and stimulating 
environment. They also build 
robots, go on field trips, shoot 

hoops, learn to swim, make new 
friends, and laugh all summer 
long! 

Young People’s Day 
camp of Queens
1-800-856-1043 
www.queenscamp.com
Since 1972, our family run 
camp has provided safe, fun-
filled summers for thousands 
of Queens youngsters. YPDCQ 
is accredited by the American 
Camp Association. We provide 
a dynamic, diversified, and pro-
fessionally supervised program 
enabling children to see, try 
and experience many activities. 
Activities include swimming, 
sports, arts & crafts, music & 
dance, nature science, academ-
ics, educational & recreational 
field trips as well as many other 
special events. Ages 4-15. Free 
transportation. Ask about our 
Premium Enrichment Programs. 
Sibling Discounts! Special Union 
Rates! New For 2018: Robotics!

Continued from page 10

 NEW YORK
Parenting
NYParenting.com
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iDTechCamps.com | 1-844-788-1858CAMPS & ACADEMIES

The #1 Summer STEM Camp for Ages 7–18

Held at 150 Prestigious Universities

&
Week #1  July 16 - July 20
Week #2  July 23 - July 27
Week #3  August 20 - August 24

&
&

July 2 - August 17    *No Camp July 4th

&
Boys Week #1  July 30 - August 3
Boys Week #2  August 6 - August 10
Boys Week #3  August 13 - August 17
Girls Week  August 20 - August 24

August 20 - August 24

68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379

All games and camp activities take place on the CK Campus • Register online at www.ctkny.org • CKKids@ctkny.org • 718.366.7454
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By Kristen J. Duca

E verywhere you turn, you hear de-
bates surrounding kids and tech-
nology usage. Every family has dif-

ferent rules and boundaries relating to 
technology, but most agree that technol-
ogy is not going away, and it is best to 
teach our kids how to navigate it safely 
early on. 

The internet has amazing advantages 
as it relates to children who explore it in 
a safe manner. Numerous creative, user-

friendly, inexpensive (sometimes FREE!), 
and unique websites exist for children to 
gain expertise in certain areas, explore 
new territories, or further their education 
in specific subjects. Today’s children can 
use the internet to do everything from 
honing their culinary skills to exploring 
countries across the globe to learning 
another language to perfecting their math 
facts. 

However, parents are not always around 
to patrol their child’s usage of technology, 
and the policing inevitably falls into the 

hands of caregivers. It is a terrific idea to 
clearly communicate your expectations 
surrounding technology in your house-
hold upfront to both your caregiver and 
your child. A few house rules to think 
about as your child navigates the internet 
include: 

• Do  not  download  attachments  or 
install software without the supervision 
of an adult.

• Do  not  agree  to  meet  with  people 
you interact with online.

• If  you  notice  anything  online  that 

Who’s watching?
Setting house rules about online safety with your caregiver
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Districts 25 and 30 
Magnet Schools Assistance Program

2018 OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE

Families can apply online at www.D2530magnet.com
Go to the “Magnet Application 2018-2019” tab and follow the instructions

Email: info@magnetschools.com   Call: 718-759-4977

Magnet Schools are New York City public schools that receive additional funding from the federal government to implement a theme, create innovative curriculum and increase 
family participation. Magnet Schools offer challenging interdisciplinary academic experiences designed to engage, inspire and promote student achievement. The academic 
instruction includes STEAM programs and project based learning. Academic experiences are enriched by school trips, additional supplies, partnerships and art –in –residency 
programs. Magnet schools accept applications from students beyond the school attendance zone.

The Harry T. Stewart, Sr. 
Magnet School of 
Engineering, Architecture 
and the Arts, PS 92 (Pre-K – 5)

99-01 34th Street, Corona, NY 11368
Accepting applications for Grades 
1 through 5

Wed., March 21st, 5:00 – 7:30pm
Thurs., April 19th, 8:30 – 11:00am

The Joseph Pulitzer 
Magnet School of Innovation 
and Applied Learning, 
IS 145 (6-8)

33-34 80th Street, Flushing NY 11372 
Accepting applications for grades 7 and 8

Tours available on request

The Magnet School of 
Global Studies and 
Leadership, 
PS/IS 200 (Pre-K – 8)

70-10 164th Street, Flushing NY 11365
Accepting applications for grades
1 through 5, 7 and 8

Sat., March 24th, 11:30am – 12:30pm
Sat., April 21st, 11:30am – 12:30pm

The Discovery School for 
Inquiry and Research: 
A STEAM Magnet School, 
PS 201 (Pre-K -5)

65-11 155th Street, Flushing NY 11367
Accepting applications for grades 1 through 5 

Tue., March 20th, 8:30 – 10:30am
Tue., April 10th, 2:30 – 4:00pm

By Kristen J. Duca

E verywhere you turn, you hear de-
bates surrounding kids and tech-
nology usage. Every family has dif-

ferent rules and boundaries relating to 
technology, but most agree that technol-
ogy is not going away, and it is best to 
teach our kids how to navigate it safely 
early on. 

The internet has amazing advantages 
as it relates to children who explore it in 
a safe manner. Numerous creative, user-

friendly, inexpensive (sometimes FREE!), 
and unique websites exist for children to 
gain expertise in certain areas, explore 
new territories, or further their education 
in specific subjects. Today’s children can 
use the internet to do everything from 
honing their culinary skills to exploring 
countries across the globe to learning 
another language to perfecting their math 
facts. 

However, parents are not always around 
to patrol their child’s usage of technology, 
and the policing inevitably falls into the 

hands of caregivers. It is a terrific idea to 
clearly communicate your expectations 
surrounding technology in your house-
hold upfront to both your caregiver and 
your child. A few house rules to think 
about as your child navigates the internet 
include: 

• Do  not  download  attachments  or 
install software without the supervision 
of an adult.

• Do  not  agree  to  meet  with  people 
you interact with online.

• If  you  notice  anything  online  that 

Who’s watching?
Setting house rules about online safety with your caregiver

makes you uncomfortable, bring it to the 
attention of an adult.

• If someone asks  to meet you  in per-
son, ignore the request and alert an adult 
immediately.

• Never  give  out  any  personal  infor-
mation or details about yourself, family 
members, or friends (including name, 
address,  phone  numbers,  age,  school, 
camp,  extracurriculars,  teams,  photos, 
or passwords).

• If  you  use  a  public  computer,  make 
sure you log out of all accounts you ac-
cessed during the session.

• Be careful of any screen names you 
create and make sure these names do 
not  include  any  of  your  personal  infor-
mation such as your first or last names.

• Do  not  compromise  other  people’s 
online work or accounts.

• Do not bully, gossip, or post anything 
inappropriate about anyone online.

• Be  mindful  of  your  tone  if  you  post 
online comments.

• Never  post  your  image  or  personal 
video clips online (those of your friends, 
family members, and acquaintances are 
off limits as well).

• Beware  of  minimum  age  limits  on 
many social media websites and respect 
them.

• Avoid  clicking  online  ads  and  pop-

up  ads,  as  they  can  contain  viruses  or 
expect  you  to  provide  your  personal 
contact information.

• Understand that not everything you 
read online is true or accurate, and if 
you are conducting school research on-
line, you should ask an adult (teacher, 
librarian,  or  guardian)  for  respectable 
websites to use.

• Limit your usage of the internet and 
be  aware  that  spending  time  in  person 
with  friends  or  family  members  is  the 
best way for you to socialize.

• When  in  doubt,  grab  an  adult  for 
guidance, advice, and supervision.

Whether  you  print  a  list  of  rules  and 
post  it  to  your  refrigerator,  or  create  a 
technology contract signed by all (you, 

your child, and your caregiver), you will 
want to be forthcoming about the impor-
tance of online safety. Clearly state to 
your  caregiver  that  your  end  goal  is  to 
make sure your child  is protected when 
he is online under her supervision while 
you are not present. 

You may also want to make it clear to 
the  caregiver  that  you  do  not  want  any 
personal  information  or  images  about 
your  family posted online  in any capac-
ity  for  privacy  concerns.  Additionally, 
if your child brings a friend home, you 
should  tell  your  caregiver  that  you  ex-
pect  her  to  relay  your  house  rules  re-
garding  technology  to  him  so  everyone 
is on the same page.

Bottom  line:  it  is  important  that  par-
ents  and  caregivers  work  together  to 
teach children about safety and respon-
sibility as it relates to technology. Re-
member, technology will be a big part of 
our children’s lives for years to come! 

Kristen Duca and her husband are the 
parents of two girls in New York City. She has 
served as a contributing writer for New York 
Parenting and Long Island Special Child maga-
zines, and she’s author of “Ultimate Nanny:  
How to Find, Interview, and Manage the Most 
Important Person You Will Ever Hire – Your 
Child’s Nanny,” which is available on amazon.
com. She blogs at ultimatemama.com. 

Clearly communicate 
your expectations 
surrounding technology 
in your household upfront 
to both your caregiver 
and your child.
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By Tammy Scileppi

S ocial media is addictive by design. 
And our need to constantly share, 
dish, and find out what other people 

are up to begs the question: Have we be-
come a society of “social media yentas?”

As you ponder that humorous concept, 
consider your own social networking ac-
tivities and then ask yourself: Am I over-
sharing?

Actually, millions of people everywhere 
— regardless of their age and gender — 
are most likely addicts and don’t even 
realize it. In the old days, it was called 
gossiping, or being a busybody or a med-
dler. Nowadays, it’s called sharing, post-
ing, commenting, following, liking, tweet-
ing, retweeting, and hashtag-ing.

Everyone knows that social networking 
has many positives, that it can be a pow-
erful force for good. Online communities 
help people, provide support, and inspire 
action. And how else can you connect with 
old friends and find hundreds of new ones 
(though chances are you won’t ever meet 
most of them)? 

Thanks to the wonders of social network-
ing, proud moms and dads can brag to the 
world about their adorable offspring and 
their amazing adventures, family vacations, 
and celebrations. And teens can publicly 
swoon over hot boyfriends and girlfriends, 
and dish about the Kardashians and their 
cool shenanigans. And mean kids can cru-
elly bash schoolmates they don’t like while 
casually posting and texting pouty, sugges-
tive selfies that may one day come back to 
bite them in the arse. 

The behemoth we call social media has 
a darker side. It feeds on human beings’ 
universal cravings for attention, recogni-
tion, love, excitement, and their desire to 
connect with others. After all, we are so-
cial animals. 

Yet, too much social networking can 
lead to loneliness and depression because 
as social beings, we need to be around real 
people, and we enjoy one-on-one interac-
tions. Cyber friends don’t fill that void.

And let’s not forget that since the behe-
moth can turn on a dime and transform 
itself into a hate mongering, no-holds-
barred, pathological monster that harbors 
predators, we, as our children’s protec-
tors, must be extra vigilant about over-
sharing. Along with cyber bullies, identity 
thieves, stalkers, and lying, sadistic inter-
net trolls, burglars, vengeful spouses and 
neighbors, curious bosses and future em-
ployers (yours and your kids’) are roaming 
around as well.

By oversharing, are we allowing full ac-
cess into our inner sanctums? And is that 
what we really want?

Experts are now confirming that “shar-
enting” can put your children at risk even 
when they’re older. You never know who 
may be Googling their names and check-
ing out social media accounts down the 
road. So, consider whether you’re provid-
ing too much info when it comes to your 
children. Because, remember, the internet 
never forgets.

Controlling your presence
While it’s getting harder and harder to 

monitor kids’ digital lives, you do have the 

ability to control your own online pres-
ence. By gradually weaning yourself off 
social media — at least for a while or at 
regular intervals — it will result in more 
quality time spent with your family, and 
you’ll be setting a good example for your 
children as well.

Parental social media habits might also 
shape their kids’ social media habits, so we 
ought to be extra considerate about what 
we post and share.

The internet has become a predator’s 
playground, and according to the Crimes 
Against Children Research Center at New 
Hampshire University, one in 25 youth in 
one year received an online sexual solici-
tation where the solicitor tried to make of-
fline contact. 

In that same study, one-third of the 
children in this age group received what 
is called “aggressive sexual solicitation,” 
i.e., the predator asked to physically meet 
them, corresponded with them through 
regular mail (the child gave the predator 
his or her home address), or received 
gifts.

The Center suggests that parents edu-
cate their kids about criminal behavior 
and remind youngsters that many things 
they post about themselves or their 
friends may end up being viewed by oth-
ers, and can prompt contact that could 
become a problem. 

Tell your teen that using the internet 
or a cellphone to send or sext photos of 
yourself or friends can get you into trouble 
with the law. According to the Center, most 
young people don’t realize that sexual 
pictures of themselves and other minors 

Oversharing
on social media
How posting photos and info can put your family at risk
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can constitute child pornography, and its 
production and transmission are serious 
crimes. Teens may see such photos as 
romantic, fun, adventuresome, or even 
remunerative.

And it’s not just teens. Parents have 
been posting and sharing their young chil-
dren’s photos for years. In this predatory 
climate, oversharing is just too risky. Did 
you know that children’s online photos 
have ended up in ads and on porn sites?

Perhaps all parents should pause, take 
a deep breath, and try to disconnect and 
unplug every now and then. And tell every-
one in the household to do the same. Then 

take a few minutes and listen to what your 
kids are saying, ’cause they probably want 
you to dial back on that “sharenting.”

A piece titled “Kids Expect Parents to 
Follow Technology Rules Too” on psych-
central.com shines a light on that common 
behavior. Based on researchers’ findings 
at the University of Washington and Uni-
versity of Michigan, this study is one of the 
first to explore children’s expectations for 
parents’ technology use.

After surveying 249 families with kids 
between the ages of 10 and 17, the study 
has revealed some surprising stuff about 
how kids felt about their parents’ online 

habits and oversharing. Turns out kids 
have high expectations — just like their 
parents.

Perhaps kids should be saying, “Don’t 
post my photos online without my ap-
proval.” 

Here’s a suggestion: When your child 
turns 5, start asking: “Do you want other 
people to see this?” 

Next month, we’ll speak with Michael 
Osakwe, a NextAdvisor.com writer covering 
technology. He’ll offer some tips on how to stay 
safe on social media, so parents can share 
responsibly. 
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By Shnieka L. JohnSon

W ith school application results 
looming, New York parents are 
considering options for rising 

kindergartners, middle schoolers, and 
high schoolers. Meticulous research goes 
into making the best decision for their 
children — and they have a lot to think 
about, choosing between public and pri-
vate, single-sex and coed, traditional and 
progressive. Oh, and what is a charter 
school, anyway?

There are many opinions on what ex-
actly the best school option is, and many 
New Yorkers find that a charter school 
is the best fit for their children. These 
parents are making their voices heard, 
and the city is in the midst of a charter 
school expansion. A charter school is a 
public school that is managed by a board 
of trustees that may include educators, 
community members, and individuals 
from the private sector. These schools 
operate without many of the regulations 
that a traditional public school may have. 
Because of this arrangement, charter 
schools operate under a contract (or 
“charter”) that is typically operative for 
up to five years. Charter schools in New 
York have to be approved and authorized 
by three groups: the New York City De-
partment of Education, the New York 
State Department of Education, and the 
State University of New York Charter 
Schools Institute.

With the rise of the charter school 
movement in New York in the late 1990s, 
many New Yorkers have seen the in-
crease in charter schools as a way to 
provide families with more school op-
tions. Admission to charter schools is by 
application or lottery, and any student 
eligible for admission to a city public 
school is eligible for a charter school. 
Priority is typically given to those who 
live in the district where the school is lo-
cated, and siblings of students currently 
attending the school also receive prior-
ity. Many charter schools have unique 
models with varying approaches to cur-
riculum, discipline, and academic focus. 
The chosen model varies from school to 
school, but there is consistency in that 
charter school schedules often include 
an extended day, a longer school year, 
and access to additional programming in 

the after-school hours (whether in-house 
or through an outside agency).  

There is a lot of debate about the value 
of charter schools and their impact on 
traditional public schools, but those in-
volved with charter schools see the cur-

rent expansion as more opportunities for 
children to succeed. An administrator of 
a charter school with substantial prior 
experience working in traditional schools 
and school districts noted that charter 
schools offer “the chance to innovate 

Choosing charters
Many New York parents find these schools the right fit
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with less constriction.”  He added, “Tradi-
tional schools are focused on improving 
within the system. Charters can innovate 
outside the system and the usual con-
stituent relationships (teachers, parents, 
students) are able to be framed and man-
aged in a way that creates opportunity 
for increased achievement.”  He also 
noted that another positive development 
in many charter schools is that they are 
focused on serving a diverse and inte-
grated student population.

Given that they are independently run, 
charter schools have worked hard to 
make changes in their hiring practices, 
teacher compensation, and tenure that 
are more attractive than the offerings 
from traditional schools. Charter schools 
are still subject to accountability sys-
tems, such as testing, and the students 
have performed well in recent years by 
these measurements. Many supporters 
of charter schools are confused as to why 
the city is not overrun with new school 
sites. 

“We felt it was the best fit for our 
daughter in terms of its academics and 
culture. We didn’t feel strongly about 
sending her to a charter versus a public 
or private school — like most parents, we 
considered all options,” said K. Thorn, 
a mom of a second-grader attending a 

charter school in Manhattan. She added, 
“There are a lot of great charter schools 
out there, and kids benefit from their ex-
pansion. As parents, we all want to find 
the best school for our kids, we all need 
good options where our children can 
grow and thrive.”  

She also recommended that parents 
look past the heated opinions about 
charter schools and take a look for them-
selves to determine if the school is best 
for their children. 

New York has not seen the level of 
charter school growth that some other 
cities have, but expansion is quite no-
ticeable in certain neighborhoods. For 
instance, areas that have lower socioeco-
nomic levels or under-performing schools 
are finding new charter schools most 
frequently. This past July, the New York 

Times noted that more charter schools 
would be allowed to open in place of 
so-called “zombie charters,” which are 
charter schools that were approved but 
did not begin operations or have closed. 
This simple move — allowing charters to 
be reissued — allows nearly two dozen 
charter schools to open. Zeta Charter 
School (founded by Emily Kim, formerly 
of Success Academy) is slated to open 
in the fall of 2018. According to Zeta’s 
website, its mission is “to build and sus-
tain high-performing schools that forge 
thriving communities of lifelong learn-
ers, problem solvers, and innovators.” It 
will launch two public charter schools 
in the 2018–19 school year, with plans to 
grow to 10 schools serving pre-K through 
12th grade. 

There are more than 200 charter 
schools available to children in the five 
boroughs (http://schools.nyc.gov/com-
munity/charters/information/directory.
html). The deadline to apply to most is 
April 1. You must contact each school 
directly regarding the admission timing 
and requirements.

Shnieka Johnson is an education consultant 
and freelance writer. She is based in Manhat-
tan where she resides with her husband and 
son. Contact her via her website: www.shnieka-
johnson.com.

“As parents, we all want 
to find the best school for 
our kids, we all need good 
options where our children 
can grow and thrive.”  

Our World Neighborhood
Charter School 2 will be opening

for School Year 2018. 
We are very excited to be joining 

the District 27 
school community of Queens.

We will be hosting
many information sessions this spring. 

Please check our website soon 
for a listing of those dates. 

We look forward to educating
our students to become independent 

thinkers and lifelong learners.

OWN 2
135-25 79th Street, Howard Beach NY 11414

(718) 392-3405
www.owncs.org/schools/own-2

OUR WORLD NEIGHBORHOOD CHARTER SCHOOL

Announcing OWN 2
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Charter Schools

Creative, common core aligned curriculum, 
which includes foreign language studies, arts 

education and a STEM program

Personalized, data-driven instruction

Technology integrated into all subjects

An extended school day with classes from 
7:30 AM to 3:45 PM

An After School Program 

The National Elementary School 
Honor Society to foster the development 

of leadership skills

An engaged parent community, led by a 
dynamic Parent Teacher Organization

An Innovative Charter School  

136-25 218 Street, 
Spring� eld Gardens, NY 11413

 (718) 479-3753 
www.merrickacademy.org

OPEN HOUSES 
All open houses will be hosted at the Merrick Academy gym at 6pm. 

We are now accepting applications for Kindergarten. Seats are extremely limited 
for other grades. To apply, please go to : www.merrickacademy.org/admissions 

Tuesday, March 6th at 6pm
Tuesday, March 13th at 6pm
Tuesday, March 27th at 6pm

Student Lottery - April 11th at 6pm
If you plan on attending any one of our open houses, 

please RSVP to Mr. Johnson at: djohnson@merrickacademy.org

Creative, common core aligned curriculum, 
which includes foreign language studies, arts 

education and a STEM program

Personalized, data-driven instruction

An Innovative Charter School  An Innovative Charter School  An Innovative Charter School  

Grades K-5

In pursuit of excellence

academy of the city 
charter school 
Woodside, 18-487-9857 
www.academyofthecity.org
Our school fosters community, 
supports families, welcomes 
children of all backgrounds, cel-
ebrates diversity and promotes 
social justice. With our chal-
lenging, hands-on liberal arts 
experience we strive to develop 
joyful, creative, independent and 
successful lifelong learners.  Our 
Vision:  Every child in our diverse 
community reaches academic, 
social and personal excellence. 
The NYS Education Department 
has named us a reward school 
for the second year in a row. We 
continue to pursue academic 
excellence along with providing 
hands on curriculum. We were 
one of 155 high achieving and 
high progress school. Only 18 
charter schools were named 
and we’re the only charter 
school in Queens County. The 
Academy of the City provides 
a groundbreaking opportunity 
for each child to embrace his or 
her own strengths and talents 
and to gain new perspectives 
and knowledge. Our mission is 
to not only offer learning for 
its own sake, but to serve as a 
conduit to the world, placing 
their lessons into practice and 
context.

Great oaks charter 
school- New York 
city (Go-NYc) 
Lower East Side Manhattan
212- 233-5151, www.nyc.
greatoakscharter.org
Our school is dedicated to pro-
viding a high quality education 
option to the families of Lower 
Manhattan and across the city.  
The mission of the Great Oaks 
Foundation is to launch and 
support a network of charter 
schools that prepare students for 
college success through high-
dosage tutoring. As a school 
community and an emerging 
leader in student growth, we 
accomplish this by sparking 
student’s intellectual curiosity 
through individualized learning. 
Exceeding all expectations will 
be accomplished by individual 
tutoring for each student 2 peri-
ods a day. Our school communi-
ty promotes equality, acceptance 
and harmonious relationships. 
From little acorns… grow great 
oaks.

merrick academy 

Laurelton, 718-479-3753 
www.merrickacademy.org
Founded in 2000, we are one 
of the first charter schools to 
open in NYC and the very first 
to open in Queens. Serving 
over 500 students, our school 
provides students with innova-
tive avenues to connect, learn 
and discover their greatness. 
Our school community offers 
students a creative, common 
core aligned curriculum, which 
includes; foreign language 
studies, arts education, STEM 
program, personalized, data-
driven instruction, with technol-
ogy integrated into all subjects. 
Extended school day with 
classes from 7:30 a.m. to 3:45 
p.m., an after school program 
and The National Elementary 
School Honor Society to foster 
the development of leadership 
skills and an engaged parent 
community, led by a dynamic 
Parent Teacher Organization.

New Visions charter 
High school for the 
Humanities iV
Rockaway Park, 718-734-3350
newvisions.org/humanities4
At HUM IV, we analyze issues, 
in all content areas, that impact 
humanity for the purpose of 
becoming a community that 
is able to…CREATE. We offer 
meaningful and challenging 
coursework, internships, visual 
and performing arts curricula, 
and a thoughtful advisory pro-
gram. By senior year, our stu-
dents are prepared for success 
in college, the creative indus-
tries, and other post-secondary 
endeavors. They also use their 
artistic experiences and learn-
ing to address a challenge or 
strengthen an asset in their 
community. Four years from 
now, when we hope to hand 
each of the members of our 
founding class a diploma, it will 
not only represent that we met 
certain criteria, but that we cre-
ated something unique, some-
thing necessary, and something 
we are proud of.

our World 
Neighborhood 
charter schools
Astoria and Howard Beach
718-392-3405 www.owncs.org
We are committed to an edu-
cational philosophy based on 
inquiry, active and experiential 

Continued on page 22
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With a progressive educational model, students of the City Charter School grow 
and thrive. We provide:

•  A safe, loving environment;

•  A Lead and Associate teachers in 
Kindergarten-First grades and Lead 
teachers in Second-Fifth grades;

•  A rigorous, thoughtful, literacy-based 
curriculum including Math, Science, and 
Social Studies that exceeds the Common 
Core Standards and prepares students for 
the best middle and high schools;

•  Teachers for Visual Arts, Music, 
Science and Spanish (3rd-5th grades) 
who integrate these subjects with the 
classroom curriculum;

•  Support teachers who guide 
instruction of students, include 2 ELL 
teachers. 3 Special Education teachers 
and 5 at risk teachers for Reading 
and Math;

•  Extended school day and school year;
•  An integrated educational approach 

where all students needs are met 
including English language learners, 
students with special needs, and high 
performing students;

•  Translation assistance available; and
•  After school program from 4-6 p.m. onsite

  
  

 

“  We are a public elementary school that is tuition-free, community-based 
charter school located in School District 30 (LIC, Astoria, Sunnyside, 
Woodside, East Elmhurst, Jackson Heights ”

Designated 
as a New 

York State 
Rewards 

School for 
the second 

year in 
a row. 

31-29 60th St., Woodside, NY 11377
(718) 487-9857 

www.academyofthecity.org

GREAT OAKS CHARTER SCHOOLS
New York City (GO-NYC) 

38 Delancey Street (Lower East Side)   212-233-5151
nyc.greatoakscharter.org

Contact: Troy Wilson,  (917) 803-2570
Recruitment and Family Coordinator

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Open Houses
   Tues., February 27 at 5:30 p.m. 
   Tues., March 6, 2018 at 5:30 p.m.
   Wed., March 7, 2018 at 5:30 p.m.
   Tues., March 13, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. 
   Wed., March 14, 2018  at 5:30 p.m. 
   Wed., March 28, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. 

OUR WORLD NEIGHBORHOOD CHARTER SCHOOL
2018 Admissions

Apply Now for Kindergarten - Grade 8 • Applications Now Available
www.owncs.org • 718.392.3405 ext. 258 • 36-12 35th Ave., Astoria

• Tuition-Free Public School
• Maximum 27 Students per Class  
• Assistant Teachers For K-2  
• Computers in Each Classroom 
• Spanish and Mandarin 
•  Study of World Culture & History 

of Ideas 
• Arts, Music & Physical Education 
• ESL Pull-Out Program

The K-7 Lottery 
will be held 

at the middle school building 
at 31-20 37th St, Astoria, NY 
on Thursday, April 19, 2018 

@ 7 pm

Elementary Division 
Kindergarten to Grade 5

Takes place at 

36-12 35th Avenue, 

Astoria

Middle School Division 
Grades 6 to 8

Takes place at 

31-20 37th Street, 

Astoria

Saturday, March 3 at 11:00 am

Tuesday, March 6 at 9:00 am

Wednesday, March 14 at 9:00 am

Saturday, March 3 at 9:00 am

Wednesday, March 7 at 9:00 am

Monday, March 12 at 1:00 pm
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Charter Schools

NEW VISIONS CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR THE HUMANITIES IV

A NEW SCHOOL OFFERING A REGENTS DIPLOMA WITH ADVANCED 
DESIGNATION IN THE ARTS, AS WELL AS, INTERNSHIPS, AP COURSES, A 
SENIOR CAPSTONE PROJECT, 1:1 TECHNOLOGY, CLUBS, SPORTS, BRAND 

NEW RESOURCES AND BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED SPACES!

W W W . N E W V I S I O N S . O R G / H U M 4  |  7 1 8 - 7 3 4 - 3 3 5 0
100-00 BEACH CHANNEL DRIVE, ROCKAWAY PARK, NY 11694

APPLY TODAY FOR THE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR!

SOMETHING REMARKABLE AT HUMANITIES IV

SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS & ENGLISH LANGUAGE  LEARNERS WELCOME TO APPLY!
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SOMETHING REMARKABLE AT HUMANITIES IV

SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS & ENGLISH LANGUAGE  LEARNERS WELCOME TO APPLY!

Join us for an open house
Weekly tours on thursdays at 9am

thursday, march 8 at 6pm | tuesday, march 27 at 6pm
Email or call to r.S.V.P. 718-734-3350  |  crEatE4hum@chartEr.nEwViSionS.org

NEW VISIONS CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR THE HUMANITIES IV
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The Renaissance Charter School (“TRCS”) 
is a PreK-12 public charter school located 
in Jackson Heights, Queens, New York. Our 
mission is to foster educated, responsible young 
leaders who through their own personal growth 
will spark a renaissance in New York.

35-59 81st Street, Jackson Heights, New York 11372 
renaissancecharter.org • T: 718.803.0060 • F: 718.803.3785

Open House for the 2018-2019 
school year for Pre-K - 12th: 

Thursday, March 15th at 9am

Application deadline is 
April 2, 2018. The lottery 

will be held April 10th

Announcing 
The Renaissance 
Charter School 2! 

Our new school will 
be opening in 

Sept. 2019

All students will learn. All students will sing.

Learn! Sing! 
We are currently accepting applications. 

Contact us for applications and more 
information.

Children who live in district 30 have  
priority as required by state law.

Long Island City, New York 
(718) 361-1694 • www.voicecharterschool.org

learning, and social justice. 
Through a literacy-based, inte-
grated and standards-driven 
curriculum that encourages 
community and honors diversity, 
our students receive the broad 
education they will need to 
meet the academic and social 
challenges of the best NYC 
High Schools, and indeed, to 
thrive in today’s world. We are 
located in one of the most eth-
nically diverse neighborhoods 
in the US, and celebrate this by 
integrating the cultural richness 
of our community with the les-
sons of the classroom and the 

governance of the school. All 
members of the school commu-
nity --- students, teachers, and 
administration --- are expected 
to reflect on the nature and 
quality of their work and inter-
actions, and to strive to reach 
their full potential as learners 
and as citizens.

the renaissance 
charter school
Jackson Heights, 718-803-0060 
www.renaissancecharter.org
A PreK-12 public school whose 
mission is to foster educated, 
responsible young leaders, who, 

through their own personal 
growth will spark a renaissance 
in New York. We have been a 
leader in national education 
through example, outreach and 
collaboration, such as school 
consortiums, federal grants and 
through nationwide confer-
ences. As a leader in the charter 
movement, Renaissance commits 
to serving as a strong model 
of public school reform, with a 
unique “three-tiered curriculum” 
consisting of core studies, expe-
riential learning, and community 
involvement.  A second charter 
school is now being developed 
by the leadership, faculty and 
community of Renaissance. The 
school has been approved, and 
will open in September, 2019, in 
Community School District 30.

Voice charter school 
of NY: lena Horne 
campus (3rd-8th 
Grades)

Voice charter school 
of NY: lower campus 

(K-2nd)
Long Island City, 718-361-1694
www.voicecharterschool.org
Our schools combine rigorous 
academics with daily instruction 
in choral singing, encourag-
ing creative and critical think-
ing while improving academic 
performance. Opened to NYC 
kindergarten and first grade 
students in September 2008 
across two sites located two 
blocks apart, we have added a 
full grade every school year and 
now serves students in grades 
K-8.The mission of our school 
is to create a safe and healthy 
learning environment that will 
nurture, motivate, and challenge 
all of our children to achieve 
the highest level of academic 
excellence and to develop into 
mindful, responsible, contribut-
ing participants in their educa-
tion, their community, and the 
diverse society in which we 
live. Applications and lottery 
instructions for students K-8 
are available on our website. 
Applications must be received 
by April 1.

Continued from page 20
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Presented by

15th ANNUAL May 1–4, 2018
WYNDHAM NEW YORKER HOTEL

Great Speakers.   Great Learning.
Essential Topics in Early Childhood Development.

• Over 100 Speakers • Pre-Conference Workshop    
• More than 80 Conference Sessions

• 40 Exhibitors & Over 1,000 Attendees expected    

To register go to: www.YoungChildExpo.com
or call 212-787-9700, ext. 333 
Early Bird & Group Discounts Available

Great training for all professionals working with all 
young children (typically developing & autism/special 
needs) including Teachers, Special Ed Teachers, 
Psychologists, SW, Speech, OT, PT, ABA, Program 
Directors/Principals/Administrators, Pediatricians, 
and Child Care Professionals.

NEW YORK CITY

481 8th Ave., New York, NY 10001

“INGENIOUS 
BUBBLE WIZARDRY.”

  -THE NEW YORKER

Telecharge.com or 212.239.6200
For groups or birthdays call 866.642.9849

 New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GazillionBubbleShow.com  
New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GGGG iiilllllliii BBB bbbblblbl SSShhh

Your insurance pays, we provide.

Direct Behavioral ServiceS
provides customized ABA services and social groups  
(funded by your health insurance) to children and  
adults with autism in Manhattan, NYC areas & NJ. No waiting list. 

We work on social skills, language, play skills, self-help skills and  
academic skills at home, school and community. Supervised by a  
Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA).

Call 347.559.6131 or email directbehaviorservices@gmail.com  
www.directbehavioralservices.com

Private pay also accepted.

autiSm ServiceS

FAMILY SPEECH CENTER

(718) 939-0306
www.Familyspeechcenter.com 

Familyspeechcenter@verizon.net
We accept most insurance plans

SPEECH-LANGUAGE 
PATHOLOGY

 OROFACIAL 
MYOLOGY

EVALUATION & 
TREATMENT 

FOR CHILDREN 
AND ADULTS
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Enjoy a day of workshops and the-
ater at the Flushing Town Hall when 
“The Dragon King” drops in on March 
10.

Members of the Tanglewood Mari-
onettes will demonstrate the basics of 
marionette puppet manipulation. Par-
ticipants will be provided with mari-
onettes for the duration of the workshop 
and learn movement techniques to ex-
press emotion. Each puppet has been 
handcrafted, and is un-costumed and 
un-painted to showcase the construc-
tion and joining techniques used when 
building marionettes. Space is limited to 

25 participants and the workshop is rec-
ommended for ages 8 and up. Younger 
participants should be accompanied by 
an adult.

After the workshop, the Tanglewood 
team presents “The Dragon King,” an 
underwater fantasy based on Chinese 
folklore. This tale is filled with colorful 
sea creatures, exciting adventure, and 
the gorgeous puppets of the Tangle-
wood Marionettes. 

“The Dragon King” tells the tale of an 
intrepid grandmother who journeys to 
the bottom of the sea in search of the 
elusive Dragon King, and the answers to 

why he has forsaken the land above. 
The interactive arts workshop is sure 

to inspire a love for puppetry in children 
and adults alike.

“The Dragon King,” workshop on 
March 10 at 1 pm, with show at 2 pm. 
Workshop tickets $8 non-members, or 
$5 member children, and free for mem-
bers with show tickets. Show is $14 
non-members, or $10 for members; $8 
children, and $6 member children. Res-
ervations not required.

Flushing Town Hall [137-35 Northern 
Blvd. in Flushing, (718) 463–7700; www.
flushingt ownhall.org]. 

Up close with the marionettes
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Calendarnever miss a great event!
Sign up for our FREE newsletter and get twice-a-week ideas for you and your family right in your mailbox. NYParenting.com

thurS, marCh 1
FUrThEr aFiELD

“mouse on the move”: Long Island Chil-
dren’s Museum, 11 Davis Ave. at West Road, 
Long Island; (516) 224–5800; www.licm.org; 
10:15 am and noon; $7 ($9 non-members; 
$12 theater only). 

Two adventurous mice are ready to ex-
plore the world beyond their little mouse-
hole. They decide to go to the moon because 
they believe it is made entirely of delicious, 
mouth-watering cheese. The pair learns to be 
resourceful, creative, and brave as they dis-
cover a beautiful garden, navigate uncharted 
waters, and travel through space in search of 
cheese. Created especially for young audience 
members, this multisensory and fantastically 
physical experience offers a wonderful intro-
duction to the world of theater. In this inter-
active piece, audience members become ac-
tive in the storytelling as they use props and 
their imagination to help the mice. 

Fri, marCh 2
in QUEEnS

teen Program: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave.; (718) 777–6888; 
www.movingimage.us; 4 pm to 6 pm; Free 
with admission to the museum. 

Teens will learn about Jim Henson and his 
life’s work from the museum’s new perma-
nent exhibition. Using GiphyCam, a customi-
zable GIF making app, teens will create Jim 
Henson-inspired characters and animate them 
in GIF form. Teen Digital Media Lab is a se-
ries of free design jams just for teens. These 
events are a unique opportunity to get ex-
clusive access to the Museum, share in your 
favorite kinds of media-making, and experi-
ment with new techniques and materials. All 
levels of experience are welcome. Plus, there’s 
pizza. 

Newpoli: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 North-
ern Blvd.; (718) 463–7700; www.flushing-
townhall.org; 7 pm (8 pm); $16 ($10 members 
and students). 

Newpoli plays upbeat, danceable Southern 
Italian folk music that bring together influ-
ences from the entire Mediterranean region. 
You will hear sounds from Africa, the Middle 
East, and Greece. The concert will be pre-

ceded by a dance lesson, so be sure to join 
your fellow explorers on the dance floor. 

Sat, marCh 3
in QUEEnS

autism spectrum Workshop: New York 
Hall of Science, 47-01 111th St. (718) 699–
0005 X 353; www.nyscience.org; 10:30 am 
to noon; Free with admission to the hall. 

Children ages 5–7 with autism spectrum 
disorder investigate magnets by tinkering and 
exploring the magnetic fields of everyday ob-
jects. Pre-registration required. 

the costume art of imperial Peking 
opera exhibit: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.; (718) 463–7700; www.flush-
ingtownhall.org; Noon to 5 pm; $5 (Free for 
members and students). 

The Peking Opera is recognized as the most 
important Chinese theater in China. Known 
as the “Imperial Theater” because emperors 
and queens were deeply in love with it during 
the Qing Dynasty, these opera costumes are 
considered to be an important achievement in 
theater art. This exhibition presents carefully 
selected pieces from some of the most fa-
mous episodes in Peking Opera. These charm-
ing yet stunning works of art will provide 

Submit a listing
This calendar is dedicated to bring-

ing our readers the most comprehen-
sive list of events in your area. But to 
do so, we need your help!

Send your listing request to queens-
calendar@cnglocal.com — and we’ll 
take care of the rest. Please e-mail 
requests more than three weeks prior 
to the event to ensure we have enough 
time to get it in. And best of all, it’s 
FREE!

Come and listen to the lullaby of 
mothers and children at the Lullaby 
Song Circle event at the Queens Public 
Library, Maspeth branch, on March 
23.

Sponsored by Carnegie Hall, the 
Lullaby Project initiative supports 
families with infants and young chil-
dren who are invited to learn and sing 
traditional bedtime tunes in a free 
Lullaby Song Circle. Families share 
lullabies written by mothers who have 

participated in the national project, 
which supports maternal health, aids 
in child development, and strength-
ens bonds between parent and child. 

Parents learn new lullaby tunes and 
share in the joy of music at bedtime 
with their little ones.

Lullaby Song Circle, March 23 at 
10:30 am. Free. 

Queens Library at Maspeth [69-70 Grand 
Ave. in Maspeth, (718) 639–5228; www.
queenslib rary.org/maspeth].

Lullabies for little ones

Fa
di
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Our online calendar is updated daily at www.NYParenting.com/calendarCalendar
many surprises. 

seasonal Garden tours: Queens Botani-
cal Garden, 43-50 Main St.; (718) 539–5296; 
info@queensbotanical.org; www.queensbo-
tanical.org; 1 pm – 2 pm; Free. 

On the first weekend of each month, ex-
plore seasonal garden highlights with our 
knowledgeable staff on a tour from 1 to 2 
pm. Plus, every weekend from 2 to 4 pm, 
check out our activity table! 

Hands on History – make Your own 
Bandbox: King Manor Museum, 153 St. and 
Jamaica Avenue; (718) 206–0545; 1 pm – 4 
pm; Free. 

Make your own decorative box for keep-
sakes and other trinkets. We’ll use scraps 
of fabric and wallpaper to make our simple 
boxes beautiful, just like 19th-century people 
did for containers to hold hats and other ac-
cessories. Then visit the rest of the museum 
and learn about Rufus King, Founding Father 
and an early anti-slavery voice.

issa’s edible adventures: New York Hall 
of Science, 47-01 111th St. (718) 699–0005 X 
353; www.nyscience.org; 1:30 pm; Free with 
admission to the hall. 

Visitors can use an iOS app to follow a 
young chef as she travels around the world 
and back to her mom’s restaurant kitchen. 
Cookbook author and app developer Alyia 
LeeKong will be on hand to talk about her 
inspirations for the app, Issa’s Edible Adven-
tures™, and will conduct a live cooking dem-
onstration of one of the dishes featured in 
the app. 

Sun, marCh 4
in QUEEnS

the costume art of imperial Peking 
opera exhibit: Noon to 5 pm. Flushing 
Town Hall. See Saturday, March 3.

H2i Purim carnival: Hillcrest Jewish Cen-
ter, 183-02 Union Turnpike; (718) 380-4145; 
h2iyouth@gmail.com; www.hillcrestjc.org; 
12:30 pm; $10–20. 

Join us for an afternoon of fun carnival 
booths, a moon bounce, delicious food, and 
exciting raffle prizes! Game tickets are five 
for $3; raffle tickets and food sold separately. 
Questions? E-mail us at h2iyouth@gmail.com. 

Historic Women of Queens: Alley Pond 
Park Adventure Center, Alley Pond Park; (718) 
217–6034; www.nyc.gov/parks/rangers; 1 pm 
to 2:30 pm; Free. 

Celebrate Women’s History Month with 
the Urban Park Rangers as they highlight the 
environmental activism efforts of Gertrude 
Waldeyer and other women significant to the 
borough. 

FUrThEr aFiELD
lucky Diaz and the Family Jam Band: 
Long Island Children’s Museum, 11 Davis Ave. 
at West Road, Long Island; (516) 224–5800; 
www.licm.org; 11:30 am – 12:30 pm and 2 
pm to 3 pm; $7 ($9 non-members; $12 the-

ater only). 
Lucky Diaz and the Family Jam Band is back 

to light up the LICM stage with their numer-
ous #1 Sirius XM Kids Place Live hits. Get 
ready for a hip-shaking, head-bopping, dance 
party explosion of indie fresh pop rock beats. 
The Latin Grammy-winning team of Lucky 
Diaz and Alisha Gaddis create indie music 
rooted in their whimsical and child-friendly 
imaginations. Hear a mix of English and Span-
ish in this energy-filled performance in which 
children of all ages are encouraged to em-
brace their silliness. 

symphonic Pops concert: Huntington 
High School, 188 Oakwood Rd., Long Island; 
(516) 414–1831; symphonicpopsli.org; 2 pm; 
$10 ($5 seniors; Free children). 

The orchestra will be joined by the Hun-
tington High School Orchestra on some of 
these selections. The facility is handicapped 
accessible and there is adequate free parking. 

tueS, marCh 6
FUrThEr aFiELD

“mouse on the move”: 10:15 am and 
noon. Long Island Children’s Museum. See 
Thursday, March 1. 

Wed, marCh 7
in QUEEnS

Jazz Jam: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 North-
ern Blvd.; (718) 463–7700; www.flushing-
townhall.org; 7 pm to 10 pm; $10 (Free mem-
bers, students, and jamming musicians). 

Jazz Jams are a fun way to hone your skills 
and jam with your peers. The house band is 
led by saxophonist Carol Sudhalter. All are 
welcome, regardless of instrument (vocalists, 
too!). Don’t play? Come listen! 

FUrThEr aFiELD
“mouse on the move”: 10:15 am and 
noon. Long Island Children’s Museum. See 
Thursday, March 1. 

thurS, marCh 8
FUrThEr aFiELD

colors of long island: Long Island Mu-
seum, 1200 Route 25A, Long Island; (631) 
751–0066; https://longislandmuseum.org/
exhibition-event/hands-on-art-6; 4:30 pm to 
5:30 pm; $10. 

Students in grades kindergarten through 
fourth may join us for some after school fun 
as we visit the Colors of Long Island exhibi-
tion and take inspiration from other student 
artwork to create our own masterpieces. Sign 
up for any four Hands-On Art or Museum Ad-
venture programs for discount. Please call X 
212 to register. 

Sat, marCh 10
in QUEEnS

the costume art of imperial Peking 

opera exhibit: Noon to 5 pm. Flushing 
Town Hall. See Saturday, March 3.

“the Dragon King”: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.; (718) 463–7700; 
www.flushingtownhall.org; 1 pm and 2 pm; 
Workshop tickets $8 non-members, $5 mem-
ber children, and free for members with show 
tickets. Show tickets $14 non-members, $10 
members, $8 non-member children, and $6 
member children). 

The award-winning Tanglewood Mari-
onettes will demonstrate the basics of mari-
onette puppet manipulation. Participants will 
be provided with marionettes for the duration 
of the workshop and learn movement tech-
niques to express emotion. Space is limited to 
25 participants and the workshop is recom-
mended for ages 8 and up. The accompany-
ing show, an underwater fantasy based on 
Chinese folklore, tells the tale of an intrepid 
grandmother who journeys to the bottom of 
the sea in search of the elusive Dragon King, 
and the answers to why he has forsaken the 
land above. Filled with colorful sea creatures, 
an exciting adventure, and the gorgeous pup-
pets of Tanglewood Marionettes. 

Fire making: Alley Pond Park, Cross Island 
Parkway and Grand Central Parkway; (718) 
217–4685; www.nycgovparks.org; 1 to 2:30 
pm; Free. 

Fire is mankind’s greatest discovery. Learn 
primitive and modern methods for making 
fire safely and responsibly while exploring the 
great outdoors. 

the art of chinese Paper cutting: 
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St.; 
(718) 539–5296; info@queensbotanical.
org; www.queensbotanical.org; 2–4 pm; 
$15–$20. 

Learn about Chinese traditions of paper 
cutting. Make your own works to bring home 
and contribute to a collaborative paper instal-
lation at QBG. Teaching artist Emily Mock will 
guide participants to create paper cuts related 
to the leaves, plants, and flowers in garden’s 
collections. This workshop will be led in both 
English and Mandarin. For adults and children 
ages 10 and up (accompanied by participat-
ing adult). 

Punjabtronix: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.; (718) 463–7700; www.flush-
ingtownhall.org; 8 pm; $16 ($10 members & 
students). 

An exciting new international collaboration 
with British-Indian electronic music producer 
DJ Swami, traditional Punjabi folk musicians 
(including Vijay Yamla), all synchronized with 
live mixed digital projections by John Minton. 
Move to electronic dance music along with 
Punjabi dhol drums, vocals, stringed instru-
ments, and the hypnotic double flute algoza. 
Powerful, traditional Punjabi melodies interact 
with live electronic drum machines, synthe-
sizer arpeggios, and basslines! 
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Sun, marCh 11
in QUEEnS

she’s on Point – a celebration of 
Girls in sports: Al Oerter Recreation Cen-
ter, 131-40 Fowler Ave.; (718) 353–7853; 
www.nycgovparks.org/events/2018/03/11/
shes-on-point-a-celebration-of-girls-in-sports; 
Noon to 3 pm; Free. 

She’s on Point celebrates the achievements 
of female athletes by introducing young girls 
and boys to sports. Through partnerships 
with local colleges and sports organizations, 
as well as the contributions of NYC Parks De-
partment’s public programming staff, a vari-
ety of sports clinics and demonstrations take 
place, from traditional to alternative sports. 

the costume art of imperial Peking 
opera exhibit: Noon to 5 pm. Flushing 
Town Hall. See Saturday, March 3.

start Your summer Veggies: Queens 
Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St.; (718) 
539–5296; info@queensbotanical.org; www.
queensbotanical.org; 1–3 pm; $10–$12. 

Cultivate your green thumb at the garden 
with resident plant expert Fred Gerber, in an 
introductory workshop on starting your sum-
mer vegetables indoors. Participants take 

home a starter garden! 

mon, marCh 12
in QUEEnS

live drawing with models: Flushing 
Town Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.; (718) 463–
7700; www.flushingtownhall.org; 6 to 9 pm; 
$16 ($10 members & students). 

Held on the second Monday every month, 
each artist will have the opportunity to prac-
tice with a series of quick and long poses 
while listening to music in a relaxing, non-
judgemental environment. 

thurS, marCh 15
FUrThEr aFiELD

art from everywhere: Long Island Mu-
seum, 1200 Route 25A, Long Island; (631) 
751–0066; https://longislandmuseum.org/
exhibition-event/hands-on-art-6; 4:30 pm to 
5:30 pm; $10. 

Students in grades kindergarten through 
fourth may join us for some after school fun 
as we visit the Colors of Long Island exhibi-
tion and take inspiration from other student 
artwork to create our own masterpieces. Sign 

up for any four Hands-On Art or Museum Ad-
venture programs for discount. Please call X 
212 to register. 

Fri, marCh 16
in QUEEnS

Brain Day: New York Hall of Science, 47-01 
111th St. (718) 699–0005 X 353; www.ny-
science.org; 2 pm to 4 pm; Free with admis-
sion to the hall. 

As part of NYC Brain Awareness Week, 
activities, exhibits, and even some real brains 
help museum visitors understand the brain’s 
different parts, how it allows us to sense our 
environment and control our muscles, and the 
similarities between human and animal cogni-
tion. Recommended for ages 4 and older. 

teen Program: 4 pm to 6 pm. Museum of 
the Moving Image. See Friday, March 2. 

Sat, marCh 17
FUrThEr aFiELD

New York city st. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade: Parade route – Fifth Avenue between 
44th and 79th streets, Manhattan; www.nyc-
stpatricksparade.org; 11 am–5 pm; Free. 

Nothing says St. Patrick’s Day quite like 
New York City’s annual parade up Fifth Ave-
nue. The celebration is billed as the oldest and 
largest St. Patrick’s Day Parade in the world. 
Irish eyes will be smiling on the approximately 
150,000 people who march in the parade. 
Join in the fun! 

Sun, marCh 18
in QUEEnS

Native american Games: Captain Tilly 
Park, Chapin Parkway and 85th Avenue; 
(718) 352–1769; www.nycgovparks.org/
events/2018/03/18/native-american-games; 
11 am to 12:30 pm; Free. 

Join the Urban Park Rangers for a fun after-
noon of games and a little history about Na-
tive American games. 

Family cooking class – 15-minute 
meals: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St.; (718) 539–5296; info@queensbo-
tanical.org; www.queensbotanical.org; 11 
am–1 pm; $12–$15. 

Join Allergic to Salad for a monthly series of 
vegetarian cooking classes for the whole fam-
ily. Learn how to prep 15-minute meals, big 
batches of vegetables and pantry staples once 
a week to use in a number of different nutri-
tious and easily adaptable weeknight courses. 
For all ages; children must be accompanied by 
participating adult. 

st. Joseph’s Day celebration at sJu: 
St. John’s University, 80-00 Utopia Pkwy.; ital-
ianculturalcenter@stjohns.edu; 1:30 pm Mass, 
2:45 pm reception; $30. 

Join in for Mass at St. Thomas More 
Church, then a reception with entertainment 
featuring Tenor Elio Scaccio. Reservations re-

Play in a Sea of Light
It’s a journey of sight, sound, and 

sensory fun at Sea of Light, an inter-
active light playground, now through 
March 31 at the Seaport District. 

Say goodbye to winter and dark nights 
at this spectacular interactive event — 
like no other light show you will ever 
see. The immersive sensory adventure 
is activated by movement and sound, 
and features colorful, illuminated orbs 
on the cobblestone streets that are reac-

tive to sound and movement and trans-
form with every interaction. 

Best seen at night, you can also enjoy 
a choreographed music and lights show 
on the hour from 5 to 8 pm daily.

Sea of Light daily now through March 
31. Free. For all ages, but better suited 
to older children. 

The Seaport District (19 Fulton St. in the 
Financial District; www.southstr eetseaport.
com).
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quired. No RSVPs accepted after March 14. 
Please RSVP at http://bit.do/2018StJosephDay. 

Joan soriano: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.; (718) 463–7700; www.flush-
ingtownhall.org; 3 pm; $16 ($10 members & 
students). 

Bachata is essential to Dominican culture 
and draws upon a variety of influences from 
Africa, Europe, Latin America, and the Carib-
bean. Joan Soriano blends the Afro-Domin-
ican sacred traditions of palo and gaga with 
bachata, imparting his music with a down-to-
earth spirit and dance-ability. Joan preserves 
bachata’s roots and expands on them. Wear 
your dancing shoes! School performances 
available. 

Fri, marCh 23
in QUEEnS

lullaby song circle: Queens Library at 
Maspeth, 69-70 Grand Ave. (718) 639–5228; 
www.queenslibrary.org/maspeth; 10:30 am; 
Free. 

Families with infants and young children are 
invited to join Emily Eagen and Sonia De Los 
Santos to learn and sing traditional bedtime 
tunes. They will also share lullabies written by 
mothers who have participated in the national 
Lullaby Project, an initiative that supports ma-
ternal health, aids in child development, and 
strengthens bonds between parent and child. 
Learn to sing a new lullaby and share the joy 
of music at bedtime with your tot. 

Women in stem: New York Hall of Sci-
ence, 47-01 111th St. (718) 699–0005 X 353; 
www.nyscience.org; 5:30 to 8 pm; Free. 

Students in middle school, high school, and 
college can learn about the wide range of ca-
reers that women have conquered in science, 
technology, engineering, and math fields. The 
evening includes hands-on activities, career 
conversations with women leaders, and net-
working. Light refreshments provided. 

Queens symphony orchestra: Flush-
ing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.; (718) 
463–7700; www.flushingtownhall.org; 7:30 
pm; Free. 

A musical journey through Italy. Repertoire 
includes “Schubert: Overture in the Italian 
Style D. 590,” “Stravinsky: Pulcinella” (whose 
story is based on the character from Italy’s 
Commedia Dell’Arte), and the ever-popular 
“Vivaldi Four Seasons.” Maestro Majkut con-
ducts from the harpsichord. Presented by the 
Queens Symphony Orchestra, Martin Majkut, 
music director and conductor. 

Sat, marCh 24
in QUEEnS

Nature’s Workshop – Wildlife illustra-
tion: Unisphere at Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park, Avenue of the States and Avenue 
of Africa; (718) 352–1769; www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2018/03/24/natures-workshop-
wildlife-illustration; 11 am to 12:30 pm; Free. 

Find your muse in nature. This workshop 

will inspire you to illustrate the landscape and 
wildlife found in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. 

stop ‘N’ swap by GrowNYc: Queens 
County Farm Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Pkwy.; (718) 347–3276; www.queensfarm.
org; Noon to 3 pm; Free. 

Bring clean, reusable, portable items such 
as clothing, housewares, games, books, and 
toys that you no longer need to the farm, and 
take home something new-to-you, free! You 
don’t have to bring something to take some-
thing. For a full list of questions and answers, 
visit GrowNYC’s Stop ‘N’ Swap page. 

children’s Garden open House: 
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St.; 
(718) 539–5296; info@queensbotanical.org; 
www.queensbotanical.org; 1 pm – 4 pm; 
Free. 

Join us for our annual Open House, and get 
your hands dirty with planting activities and 
garden crafts. Learn about all the outstanding 
garden and nature programs we have for chil-
dren ages 2 to 14. 

Sun, marCh 25
in QUEEnS

ranger’s choice: Story Time: Astoria Park 
parking lot, 19th Street and Hoyt Avenue; 
(718) 352–1769; www.nycgovparks.org/
events/2018/03/25/rangers-choice-story-time; 
1 pm to 2:30 pm; Free. 

Parks Department’s bright and talented 
Urban Park Rangers are what make our 
Weekend Adventure programs so amazing. 
Join the Urban Park Rangers for an afternoon 
of story time and enjoy sharing your nature-
related stories with the Rangers. 

“Giselle”: Queensborough Performing Arts 

Center, 222-05 56th Ave.; (718) 631–6311; 
VTicali@qcc.cuny.edu; www.visitqpac.org; 3 
pm; $42–$39. 

Love conquers death in the ultimate ro-
mantic ballet. Since its premiere in 1841, “Gi-
selle” has captured the imagination and torn 
at the heart. A village girl falls in love with a 
man who is not all he seems. When she finds 
out his deception, she dies of a broken heart. 
Transformed into a spirit, she battles to save 
her lover in the woods haunted by the ghosts 
of jilted women. 

Sat, marCh 31
in QUEEnS

autistic spectrum Workshop – Play 
Dough robots: New York Hall of Science, 
47-01 111th St. (718) 699–0005 X 353; www.
nyscience.org; 10:30 am to noon; Free with 
admission to the hall. 

Children ages 5–7 with autism spectrum 
disorder design and build a funky robot using 
play dough and recycled electronic parts. 

Barnyard egg Hunt: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck Pkwy.; (718) 347–
3276; www.queensfarm.org; 11 am to 3 pm; 
$10 (free for members). 

Bring your baskets to this celebrated event 
for kids! Egg hunts will be ongoing in the 
orchard throughout the event and Whiskers 
the Bunny will be hopping about, ready for 
photo-ops. Try your luck at egg tossing and 
egg rolling games, visit our farm animals and 
take a hayride! 

long-running
in QUEEnS

conservation Quest: Queens Zoo, 53-51 

Search for Easter egg treasures at 
the Barnyard Egg Hunt on March 31 at 
the Queens County Farm Museum.

Bring your baskets to this celebrated 
event for kids! Hunts will be ongoing 
in the orchard throughout the event, 
and Whiskers the Bunny will be hop-
ping about, ready for photo-ops. Try 
your luck at egg-tossing and egg-rolling 
games, visit the farm animals, and take 
a hayride! Food vendors will be on the 
farm all day.

Barnyard Egg Hunt, March 31, from 
11 am to 3 pm. Tickets $10 for non-
members, free for members. Pre-ticket 
purchase required. No tickets at door, 
and no automated teller machines at 
this event. Additional fees apply for 
pony rides, petting zoo, and food ven-

dors (cash only). Tickets are for one-
time use through egg hunt area. 

Free on-site event parking is avail-
able until lot capacity is reached.

Queens County Farm Museum [73-50 
Little Neck Pkwy. in Floral Park, (718) 
347–3276; www.queensfar m.org]. 

hop over for an egg hunt
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111th St.; (718) 271–1500; queenszoo.com; 
Daily, 10 am to 4:30 pm; Free with general 
admission to the zoo. 

Spread throughout the zoo, our three 
Conservation Quest stations (Migration Play-
ground, Invasive Species Station, and the En-
dangered Species Climbing Wall) are a hands-
on introduction to conservation. 

insight astronomy Photographer of 
the Year exhibition: New York Hall of Sci-
ence, 47-01 111th St. (718) 699–0005 X 353; 
www.nyscience.org; Weekdays, 9:30 am to 5 
pm, Saturdays, 10 am to 6 pm, Sundays, 10 
am to 6 pm, beginning Sat, March 10; Free 
with admission to the hall. 

Produced by Royal Observatory Greenwich 
and sponsored by Insight Investment, the 
2017 Insight Astronomy Photographer of the 
Year competition brings together the best 
astrophotography images from around the 
world. The 31 prize-winning images on dis-
play reveal all manner of celestial spectacles 
and have been captured using a range of 
equipment, from sophisticated cameras and 
telescopes to mobile phones. 

FUrThEr aFiELD
“Neverland: Peter Returns:” Swedish Cot-
tage Marionette Theater, W. 79th Street and 
West Drive, Manhattan; (212) 988–9093; 
www.cityparksfondation.org; Tuesdays – Fri-
days, 10:30 am and 11:30 am, Saturdays and 
Sundays, 1 pm, $12 ($8 children). 

The City Parks Foundation presents the 
original marionette play based on J.M. Bar-
rie’s iconic Peter Pan tales. This version is a 
spin on the beloved children’s classic. Leaving 
their parents behind, the Darling children fol-
low Peter Pan back home to Neverland for the 
adventure of a lifetime. When the cunning 
Captain Hook turns Peter’s pals Tiger Lily and 
Tinker Bell against him, the children team up 
with the Never Boys to save the day, learning 
the value of forgiveness and friendship. 

sea of light: The Seaport District, 19 Ful-
ton St., Manhattan; www.southstreetseaport.
com; Daily, 11 am to 9 pm, until Sat, March 
31; Free. 

Say goodbye to winter and dark nights at 
this interactive light “playground.” The unique 
experience features colorful, illuminated orbs 
on the cobblestone streets that are reactive 

to sound and movement and transform with 
every interaction. Best seen at night, you can 
also enjoy a choreographed music and lights 
show on the hour from 5 to 8 pm daily. 

Driving de Kooning: Long Island Chil-
dren’s Museum, 11 Davis Ave. at West Road, 
Long Island; (516) 224–5800; www.licm.org; 
Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 am, 1 pm and 3 pm, 
until Sat, March 31; $4 with museum admis-
sion, $3 LICM members. 

From the Merritt Parkway to Montauk 
Highway, artist Willem de Kooning loved 
looking at the colors that flew past him on his 
long drives. Let’s go for a ride with de Koon-
ing and explore how to add action and move-
ment to our artwork. 

“Frozen on Broadway”: St. James The-
atre, 246 W. 44th St., Manhattan; (866) 870–
2717; frozenthemusical.com; $100 and up. 

A musical worth melting for! If you loved 
the movie “Frozen,” you’ll love seeing Anna, 
Elsa, Kristoff, and Olaf come to life on stage 
to tell the timeless tale of two sisters who are 
pulled apart by a mysterious secret. Of course, 
there’s the classic song “Let It Go,” plus many 
new numbers for this new production. 

PaRty PlannERs PaRty PlannERs

FInanCIalCounsElIng

Best Clowns
Clowns • Costume Characters
Princess Parties • Magicians
Face Painters • Balloon Art

Caricaturists • Toddler Games 
Cotton Candy & More

1-800-75-CLOWN or 212-614-0988
Bi-Lingual Performers Available

Private & Corporate Events
All Boros, L.I. & Westchester

www.bestclownsnyc.com

917.689.4857
DeniseMakesCakes.com 

DeniseMakesCakes@gmail.com

“Creating delicious 
memories one cake 

at a time!”

Individual Counseling • Couples Counseling
Family Therapy • Medical Family Therapy

Play Therapy • Support Groups

lifespanwellnessmft.com • lifespanwellnessmft@gmail.com

MARIA
CONSTANTINOU

Licensed Marriage &
Family Therapist

23-91 Bell Boulevard,
Bayside, NY 11360,

Suite 202 C
917.913.6441

Stay
Connected

To advertise with us
please call 718-260-4554

Giancarlo Simonetti 
Financial Advisor

718.281.7796

giancarlo.simonetti@ml.com

© 2017 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. ARVBHCMB | AD-10-17-0343 | 470944PM-1017 | 10/2017

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products 
and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith 
Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and Member SIPC, 
and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.

Merrill Lynch 
3635 Bell Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361

Resident of Forest Hills, Queens



30   QueeNs FamilY • March 2018

Advice

Family Financial 
Planning
Anthony n. CorrAo

O ne of the most popular ways to 
save for college is by contribut-
ing to a 529 college savings plan. 

As I’ve written in the past, these plans 
have benefits over other methods of sav-
ing for college. The 529 plan has many 
advantages for save for higher education 
and are designed to allow parents or oth-
ers to maintain more control of the money 
deposited into the account. Let’s review 
some of these advantages:

Tax benefits 
Contributions to 529 plans are not eligible 

for federal tax deductions, but many states 
allow parents to deduct a portion of their 
529 contributions from their state income 
tax liability. Depending on your tax bracket, 
this could be a large savings each year.

In addition, earnings and growth inside 
a 529 plan may grow federal-tax free. And 
if funds are withdrawn from a 529 account 
to pay for qualifying higher education pur-
poses, taxes and penalties won’t be due on 
the withdrawals.

Maintaining control 
of the account 

Contributions to a 529 account are 
owned by the parent or other trustee set 
up on the account for the benefit of the 
named child. In almost all instances, the 
named beneficiary has no right to the 
money in the account. This is an important 
point.  Before 529 accounts were available, 
parents set up custodial accounts to save 
for their children’s college expenses. With 
custodial accounts, as soon as the child 
reaches legal age of majority (either 18 

or 21 years old, depending on the state) 
parents lost all control and the money au-
tomatically belonged to the child. If your 
child decided to use the money for any 
purpose besides college, that was entirely 
within his right.

An owner of a 529 account is not re-
quired to make withdrawals from an ac-
count, meaning that if your child defers 
college or receives financial aid, you may 
not need to make a withdrawal. Also, an 
owner can withdraw funds at any time for 
any reason. Remember to be careful about 
this, as any earnings from a non-qualified 
withdrawal will incur income tax and an 
additional 10 percent penalty tax.

Additionally, beneficiaries on the ac-
count can be changed at any time if proper 
rules are followed. This means that if one 
of your children receives a full scholarship 
to college, you can change the beneficiary 
to another family member. And, you’ll also 
be able to roll one child’s plan into another 
child’s plan without penalty.

Simplified tax reporting 
For 2018, the annual gift tax exclusion is 

$15,000, meaning each parent can contrib-
ute up to the maximum without having to 
report it on your federal tax return. Since 
these accounts are tax deferred, a Form 
1099 will not be generated for any capital 
gains and dividends. A Form 1099 will only 
be generated to report taxable or nontax-
able earnings when a withdrawal is made 
from the account.

everyone is eligible 
One of the greatest benefits of a 529 

The benefits of a 529 
college savings plan plan is that there are no restrictions on 

contributions. The  529 plan does not have 
income limits, age limits, or annual con-
tribution limits (subject, of course, to the 
annual gift tax allowance. Consult your ac-
countant if you plan on contributing more 
than $15,000 in 2018). There are, however, 
lifetime contribution limits, which vary 
state by state.  Therefore, it is very impor-
tant to consult your financial advisor when 
contributing to a 529 plan, especially if 
grandparents or others maintain 529 plans 
for the benefit of your children. 

‘Superfund’ your 
college savings 

A special provision written into the law 
about 529 plans is that contributors can 
make a lump-sum contribution equivalent 
to five times the current annual gift tax 
exclusion amount. This means a parent 
(or grandparent) can contribute $90,000 
in 2018 and elect to spread the gift evenly 
over five years. This type of contribution 
avoids the federal gift tax if no other gifts 
are made to the same beneficiary during 
the five-year period. A married couple can, 
of course, both contribute, making a total 
amount of up to $180,000.

Anthony N. Corrao is the founder and man-
aging director of Corrao Wealth Management. 
For more than 25 years he has helped families 
towards their financial goals by developing fi-
nancial, educational, and retirement planning 
strategies. 
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services offered through First Allied Advisory Services, A Regis-
tered Investment Adviser.
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