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T his magazine de-
cided to forgo the 
usual focus on 

Mother’s Day that will 
be so prominently high-
lighted and marketed 
this month by everyone 
else. The commercial-
ization of the recogni-
tion of mothers makes a 
lot of businesses a lot of 
money, and I’m certain this year will 
be no exception.  

Mothers all over the land will be 
taken out to brunch or dinner and 
thanked for their efforts and de-
votion with a meal, perhaps some 
flowers, or maybe both. Perhaps 
they won’t go out, with the way the 
economy is, and served “breakfast 
in bed,” or something like that. 

In any case, the sentiment will be 
to try to give “Mommy” something 

special to signify the 
day that has been set 
aside to do just that. 
It’s actually a great 
idea, but it only works 
if the sentiment is real 
and the children one 
has worked so hard 
to raise, to nurture, 
to guide, and to edu-
cate, feel grateful and 

pleased with the effort and the 
result. 

If they are happy and loving, they 
will love you back and let you know 
you are being appreciated. 

If they are caught in the throes 
of growing, they may not, but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean they are 
not appreciating you or what you 
do or have done — it just means 
they are doing the life thing. Ah, the 
life thing.  

As a mother, the life thing means 
to me that every day is Mother’s 
Day, because almost every day 
since I became a mother I have 
had some Mommy work to do. I 

have, for the most part, enjoyed 
this work more than anything else 
I have ever done. It has been more 
rewarding and more fulfilling than 
anything else, and I have done a lot 
of things. 

Wishing our absent Mommy and 
partner, Sharon Noble, congratula-
tions on the recent birth of her son 
Gregory, and all of you mothers 
who read our magazines a Happy 
Mother’s Day, means I am wish-
ing you that every day, because as 
every mother knows, every day is 
Mother’s Day.

Thanks for reading!
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contact information

Susan Weiss-Voskidis, Publisher

Mother’s Day is every day

Publisher / Advertising / editoriAl:  
Susan Weiss

Publisher / business MAnAger:  
Clifford Luster

sAles MAnAger / Advertising:  
Sharon Noble

sPeciAl AdMinistrAtive AssistAnt:  
Tina Felicetti

sAles rePs: Linda Smith, Stephanie 
Stellaccio, Jay Pelc

Production MAnAger: Keith Oechsner

Art director: Leah Mitch

Production director: On Man Tse

lAyout MAnAger: Yvonne Farley

Web designer: Sylvan Migdal

grAPhic designers: Arthur Arutyunov,  
Patty Coughlan, Mauro Deluca, Earl Ferrer

MAnAging editor: Vince DiMiceli
AssistAnt editors: Meredith Deliso, 
Courtney Donahue
coPy editor: Lisa J. Curtis
cAlendAr editor: Joanna Del Buono
contributing Writers: Risa Doherty,  
Helen Klein, Allison Plitt, Candi Sparks,  
Mary Carroll Wininger

The acceptance of advertising by Family Publica
tions New York does not constitute an endorse-
ment of the products, services or information 
being advertised. We do not knowingly present 
any products or services that are fraudu lent or 
misleading in nature.

Editorial inquiries, calendar information, advertis-
ing rates and schedules and subscription requests 
may be addressed to Family Publications New 
York/CNG, One Metrotech Center North, 10th 
Floor, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201.

Family Publications New York can also be 
reached by calling (718) 250-4554, emailing 
family@cnglocal.com or by visiting our website, 
webfamilyny.com

Join the conversation on Facebook.

Family Publications New York has been recog-
nized for editorial and design excellence by PPA.

Family Publications New York is published 
monthly by Family Publications New York/CNG. 
Subscription rate is $35 annually. Reproduction 
of Family Publications New York in whole or part 
without written permission from the publisher is 
prohibited. All rights reserved. Copyright©2011 
Readership: 220,000. 2010 circulation audit by CAC.

www.webfamilyny.com

Advertising: Web or Print
(718) 260-4554
Family@cnglocal.com or 
SWeiss@cnglocal.com

circulAtion 
(718) 260-8336
TFelicetti@cnglocal.com

editoriAl 
(718) 260-4554
Family@cnglocal.com

Address
Family Publications New York/CNG
1 Metrotech Center North
10th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Staff

Newborn Gregory



May 2011 • BRONX/RIVERDALE FAMILY   5

The Kinneret 
School 

Ranked as a top ten school  
based on N.Y. State tests 

Early Childhood 
Elementary • Jr. High School
 We incorporate the best of 

American & Jewish 
Education in an inclusive 
environment. On average 

more than 1/2 of our students 
are accepted into the

 specialized High Schools. 
Open House 

Every Friday 9-10AM—Please Call. 
2600 Netherland Ave. 
Riverdale, NY10463 

718-548-0900 
       Fax 718-548-0901 

www.kinneretdayschool.org 

ST. ANSELM SCHOOL
AppLy NOw 

2011–2012 School year for pre-K (ages 3 and 4) 
through Grade 8

St. Anselm School offers a safe and
nurturing learning environment where 
students:
• Achieve academic success
•  Learn integrity and values in the 

Catholic tradition
•  Belong to a community that fosters 

self-confidence and school spirit

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
For more information or to schedule a visit, please call the school office.

685 Tinton Avenue, Bronx, NY 10455
Phone: 718-993-9464 
www.stanselmbx.org

•  Full day Pre-K (ages 3 & 4) and 
Kindergarten

•  Technology Program including 
SMART Boards

• Theater Arts Program
• Fully-automated Library
• Art and Music Programs
• Physical Education

•  Daily Extended Care Program 
until 6:00pm

• After school Tutoring Program
•  After school Choir and Band 

programs
•  Intra-Mural Athleltic Programs 

for grades 6, 7 & 8
• Guidance & Counseling Services

Creating real OppOrtunities fOr learning

At The Shield Institute we have special expertise supporting children with autism spectrum 
disorders and their families.  We offer special education, diagnostic and clinical services in our 
two preschool programs in Queens and in the Bronx.  Additionally we provide family workshops 
to our parents with children with ASD and to others parents in our surrounding communities.  
The Shield Institute is affiliated with the Jewish Board of Family and Children’s Services and is 
a member of the United Way. 

Free Parent Workshops 
(Spanish translation is available for all workshops)

May Workshops
May 12th 
Location: 
1800 Andrews Ave., Bronx, NY  10453
Sensory Issues with Young Children with Autism
Presenter: Lindsey Biel - Occupational Therapist
Time: 
9:45am to Noon

June Workshops 
June 2nd 
Location: 
1800 Andrews Ave., Bronx, NY  10453
Family and Sibling Issues When Raising a Child with Autism
Presenter: Debbie Meringolo
Time: 
9:45am to 12:00pm

If you are interested in attending any of these workshops free of charge                                         
please contact Laura Villa at 718-939-8700 x1167 
(Laura is bilingual Spanish)

These workshops are made possible by a grant provided by the New York City Council, Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene
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Education

By Candi SparkS

I f tax season is not already stress-
ful enough for most families, 
college acceptance notices are 

being mailed out at the same time. 
Just as paying taxes is mandatory, 
so is going to college. At least that 
had been the case for most fami-
lies. But with the economy stinging 
the pocketbook, many young adults 
are rethinking whether they can put 
themselves and their relatives into 
debt when there’s no longer a guar-
antee that there will be a good job 
— or employment in their field — 
when they graduate. For them, col-
lege might be seen as optional, at 
least for the moment.

For these young people, the de-
cision not to go to college may be 
based on the desire to avoid taking 
out student loans. To begin one’s 
adult life dreamy-eyed and deeply 
in debt is not attractive. Everyone 
knows someone who is either unem-
ployed or underemployed. Taking 
on a large debt at this time is risky. 
Creditors are unforgiving, and bank-
ruptcy laws have changed. 

While this may make students ap-
prehensive about taking out loans, 
their parents — who would like to 
help out with tuition — may not be 
able to afford more debt, either. It 
is tough to pay your child’s tuition 
when the cost of living is rising; 
income to make the mortgage pay-
ments is not guaranteed; and boom-
ers may be feeling the need to invest 
more for their own retirements.   

It comes as no surprise that 
popular opinion about the impor-
tance of getting a college degree is 
gradually shifting every year, but few 
parents want their children wasting 
the best years of their young lives on 
the couch, tweeting or watching tele-

vision until inspiration strikes. 
Instead, families can use this pe-

riod of uncertainty to ex-
plore alternatives to 
going to college that 
can provide valuable 
experience for high 
school grads.

Hone job-
seeking 
skills

These days, peo-
ple will change 
jobs at least seven 
times during their 
adult working 
lives, and per-
haps even more 
with the state of 
the economy. The 
ability to locate employ-
ment opportunities, go 
through a series of inter-
views, land a position — 
and keep it — are critical 
skills that young peo-
ple can develop. Job 
hunting takes time, 
energy, and practice. 
The competition in 
the market is mak-
ing job hunting a 

life skill that is needed, whether or 
not a person has attended college.  

Carla, a Brooklyn-based mother 
of three, thinks that job-seeking pre-
paredness is as important as emer-
gency preparedness.  

“I tell my kids, you just never 
know who you might meet. You need 
to be ready to interview anytime, 
any place, anywhere. By just being 
prepared, you might get the job on 
the spot,” she says. Carla’s graduat-
ing high school senior, Theo, has re-
ceived a few college acceptance no-
tices, but he also wants to consider 
his other options before heading off 
to college. At the moment, he has 
decided to check out the job market 
before formally responding to any 
college offers.   

Theo is equipped with a USB 
wristband, which has electronic 
files of his resume, references, grade 

point average, and current re-
port card, as well as other im-

portant information, stored 
in data files. He wears it 
in case he comes across 
an opportunity to inter-
view, and says that it 

is a convenient way 
to have all of the 

necessary infor-

Alternatives 
to college
Your teen has 
other options 
— which can 

lead to career 
opportunities
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mation in one handy place. He also 
hopes that it shows any potential 
employer his commitment to job 
readiness.  

Carla encourages her kids to use 
“big-picture thinking,” and spends 
time discussing with them what 
they would like do in life. She is not 
pressuring Theo to make a deci-
sion about college right away, be-
cause she is more concerned about 
his “quality of life” and “finding the 
right fit, whether it is in a school 
choice, job setting or career,” she 
says.  

Carla also says that “satisfaction 
is a big part of success,” and her em-
phasis is on raising happy children 
who use the power of making their 
own informed decisions. She rec-
ommends that job seekers use the 
website of the U.S. Department of 
Labor as a resource for information 
and assistance. The website also 
gives career guidance specifically 
for working and non-working teens.  

Get experience with 
internships

Many companies need short-
term help, and are willing to fulfill 
staffing needs with interns. The 
interns go through an application, 
screening, and hiring process. The 
benefit of taking an internship (usu-
ally without pay) is that the posi-
tion can be listed on the resume.  

Interns are also viewed as future 
salaried hires in the industry, be-
cause they have had some job ex-
perience. Internships are limited-
time opportunities, such as during 
the summers or on holidays. They 
may even be for shorter periods of 
time, such as over the course of a 
weekend, depending on the assign-
ment and the company that is host-
ing the internship.  

Internships can be searched on 
the Internet by geographic loca-
tion, corporation, time period and 
industry. One of the most popular 
summer internship programs is at 
Major League Baseball. 

Volunteer abroad
Travel opportunities abound for 

those who want to do some good, 
see the world, and sneak in a vaca-
tion along the way. Organizations 
that provide volunteer opportuni-
ties may offer the perfect vehicle 
for a young adult to experience 
different cultures and to garner 
hands-on experience. 

Opportunities to assist in the 
areas of agriculture, conservation, 
teaching, and medical work are 
just a few of the volunteer proj-

ects in countries such as Thailand, 
Vietnam, and China, among many 
others. The more reputable orga-
nizations have an application fee, 
screening process, and program 
fees, which help to provide a bet-
ter quality program and volunteer 
experience. Depending on the lo-
cation of the volunteer program, 
individuals may be required to 
submit to medical clearances and 
get the appropriate vaccinations. 
In addition, volunteers may have 
to pay for their airfare and travel 
insurance.  

A Queens mother of an adopted 
daughter (who wishes to remain 
anonymous) decided that post-
poning college for a year to “do 
volunteer work, clear the mind, 
and think about things,” would be 
a better plan than dealing with a 
daughter who was already cutting 
classes and could be headed down 
the wrong path. 

The daughter had been strug-
gling with her identity and was 
asking her mother to let her take a 
trip to her homeland. The mother 
wanted her daughter to “get in 
touch with her roots and see what 
her life could have been like,” but 
said “making the decision was 
emotionally draining.”  

Regardless, she supports her 
daughter’s search for herself — even 
if it involves overseas travel. The 
volunteer program is only for a few 
weeks, and the mother will meet her 
daughter overseas at the half-way 
point, so that they can share some 
of that discovery together. She is 
happy that her daughter can mix in 
a little personal time within a struc-
tured volunteer project. However, 
as she pointed out, not all volun-
teer opportunities require overseas 
travel. Some exist right here in New 
York in soup kitchens and in com-
munity garden projects.

Hopefully, we can help our 
young adults realize that time is 
precious, that they can blaze their 
own trail, and still create a happily-
ever-after of their very own.

For more information about job-
seeking information and advice, visit 
www.dol.gov.

To learn more about Major League 
Baseball’s internship, visit www.mlb.
com.

For New York City-based volunteer 
opportunities, visit www.nyc.gov.

Candi Sparks is the author of the 
“Can I Have Some Money?” children’s 
book series sold on Amazon.com and 
is on Facebook and Twitter (Candi 
Sparks, author). She is also a Brook-
lyn-based mother of two.

18,000
500

20+
2+
1   UNBELIEVABLE EXPERIENCE

SQUARE FEET
UNUSUAL ARTIFACTS
THEMED GALLERIES
HEADED CALF

$5 OFF
ADULTS

SAVE ON THE
ULTIMATE ADVENTURER 

PACKAGE*
WITH CODE BRNX11 $4 OFF

CHILDREN

*Restrictions may apply. Cannot be combined with any other offer. You must present this coupon for 
discount. Offer valid for up to 8 people. Ripley’s Believe It or Not! is a trademark of Ripley Entertainment Inc.

234 West 42nd Street, NYC
www.RipleysNewYork.com

New York’s Most Outrageous Birthday Parties!
Call 212.398.3133 to book your Extreme Celebration!
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ENTERTAINMENT

BY MARYROSE POPPE

M others come in all sizes 
and shapes, with vary-
ing strengths and weak-

nesses, and nothing has shown the 
variety of approaches to mother-
hood quite like those portrayed on 
television shows.

I recently watched reruns of the 
1960s western, “Bonanza” and real-
ized that the main character, Ben 

Cartwright, was prob-
ably one of TV’s first 
“Mr. Moms.” Ben was a 
rugged rancher, a wid-
ower, and a gentleman. 
He ran the outside of his 
home with a firm hand, 
and the inside with a 
gentle touch, much like 
I think many of the ca-
reer moms of today do. 
Thinking of Ben also got 
me thinking about some 
of the other TV moms 
and the messages they send. 

Remember pioneer Caroline In-
galls from “Little House on the Prai-
rie?” She and her husband, Charles, 

packed up their 
wagon, left fam-
ily and friends, 
and sought a 
new place to live 
so that their chil-
dren could have 
a better life. She 
helped plow the 
fields, tend the 
farm, and raise 
seven children, 
some “chosen 
from her heart” 
along life’s jour-
ney. And, she did 

all this while making a home out of a 
tiny, rustic house.

Then, of course, we had the “Wal-
tons.” Liv, who very well might have 
been the first TV “sandwich genera-
tion” mom kept her husband, chil-
dren, and in-laws happy, healthy, 
and secure through the trying times 
of the Great Depression — all under 
one roof!

Let’s not forget “Julia.” Diahann 
Carroll portrayed one of TV’s first 
single moms — a beautiful career 
woman, who had to raise her young 
son on her own after being widowed. 
Unbeknownst to the writers, she was 
an inspiration for all of the single 

parents that would 
follow.

And “Eight is 
Enough” taught us 
that a stepmother 
can indeed become 
a “mom.” We learned 
that it takes heart 

and soul, patience, endurance, and 
most of all, love and laughter to 
make a house a home.

Maybe our idea of a perfect 
mom would include a blend of a 
bit of magic from Samantha of “Be-
witched”; a little zaniness from Lucy, 
of “I Love Lucy”; a bit of prim and 
properness from “Leave it to Bea-
ver” mom June Cleaver; the legal 
mind of Clair Huxtable of “The Cosby 
Show”; the tenderness of Mrs. Cun-
ningham from “Happy Days”; Alice’s 
(“The Brady Bunch”) housekeeping 
abilities; first-aid knowledge from 
“Dr. Quinn: Medicine Woman;” and 
let’s not forget the financial inde-
pendence of an Angela Bauer from 
“Who’s the Boss?”

Of course, the sit-coms and dra-
mas on television are fiction, but 
over the years, the medium has given 
us examples of many kinds of ap-
proaches to motherhood. The moms 
are all different from each other, 
and from most people in real life, 
but they all love their families, try to 
make sure things run smoothly, and 
serve as a positive example for their 
children, much like today’s real life 
mothers. We all have our strengths.

And we all have days when we 
feel that we are not living up to the 
task and are a bit overwhelmed, but 
on those days, we should pause and 
be inspired by the perseverance and 
successes of our favorite TV moms.

Remembering 
our TV moms
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1120 Morris Park Ave • Suite 2B • Bronx, NY 10461 • T: 718.409.6977 • F: 718.409.6946

Pediatric Therapy Clinic servicing children  
between the ages of birth to 21-years.

Irma J. Pereira, OTR/L, CEO President

Occupational Therapy  
(Sensory Integration & Writing w/o Tears) 

Physical Therapy • Speech Therapy  

Feeding Therapy • Nutritional Services 
Special Education • Social Work  

Psychology

Providing Therapy Services  
To Children & Families

“It’s Sex and the City meets Chelsea Handler!” – The Advocate

For Tickets go to www.girltalkthemusical.com
or call 1-877-386-6968

i k i l lk h i li k i l lk h i l

The Midtown Theater @ HA! Comedy Club
163 W. 46th Street, New York, NY 10036 (Between 6th & 7th Avenues)

“Perfect for bachelorette parties, birthday parties, divorce parties,
or just an enjoyable evening out with the ladies!” -TheaterMania.com
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HealtH

B rooklyn Heights mom Stepha-
nie MacDougal knows about 
allergies. Her oldest daugh-

ter, Kayla, is allergic to trees, pollen, 
gluten and lactose. She was quite 
surprised that when her second 
daughter, Ava, was a child, she was 
bouncy, bubbly, and could eat any-
thing and go anywhere — without 

sniffling, sneezing, or coughing. 
Researchers however, may not be 

so shocked. 
A new study recently presented at 

the annual meeting of the American 
Academy of Allergy, Asthma and 
Immunology suggests that firstborn 
children are more likely to have hay 
fever, pinkeye due to allergy, and 
food allergies. The study surveyed 
parents of more than 13,000 chil-
dren ages 7 to 15, and found that the 
prevalence of food allergy was four 
percent in firstborn children, 3.5 
percent in second-born children, 
and 2.6 percent for children born 
later.

While the percentages do show 
a change in the prevalence of al-
lergies due to birth order, the dif-
ference is significantly small. It 
leaves parents wondering if the 

risk of allergies in their later-
born children will be slighter.

One Queens mom says she 
doesn’t believe the study.

“Our pediatrician has al-
ways said that since my hus-

band has asthma and hay 
fever, the chances of 

our children having 
them were higher,” 
says Terri Wil-
liams, whose four 
children, ranging 
in age from 3 to 
17, have suffered 
from allergies 
since birth. 
“Like clock-
work, each 
child has come 
down with 
asthma, but 

luckily has out-
grown it as they 

got older,” says 
the Glendale-based 

mom. “For us, this study 
doesn’t hold water. I wish 
it did.”

Dr. Paul M. Ehrlich, a 
partner at Allergy and 
Asthma Associates of 
Murray Hill, and clinical 
assistant professor of pe-
diatrics at New York Uni-

versity School of Medicine, agrees.
“This is one of those funny sta-

tistics that you can only discern 
from a great height. The percentage 
differences involved are tiny,” ex-
plains the doctor, who co-authored 
“Asthma Allergies Children: A Par-
ent’s Guide.”

“There is also a question of 
whether we are too sanitary for our 
own good — that by over-cleaning 
our homes, we may be depriving 
our kids’ immune systems of the 
challenge they need to toughen up; 
this is known as the ‘Hygiene Hy-
pothesis.’ ” 

He says that parents may be 
more conscientious for the first-
born and less for the rest, which 
might explain why eldest children 
have more allergies, although some 
allergies occur too early for that to 
make any difference.

Since there is little a parent can 
do to prevent the inherent genetic 
risk of allergies, awareness is key. 
Regardless of the variation between 
firstborns and later-born children, 
one thing is for certain: allergies are 
on the rise. 

“We are seeing a great rise in pol-
lens and grasses — anything that 
is related to climate change. Spring 
comes earlier and summer lasts lon-
ger,” explains Ehrlich. 

The key to helping your children 
is proper diagnosis. 

“Allergies are not necessar-
ily being better diagnosed. Runny 
noses are being treated as allergies 
when they may be something else. 
Asthma is misdiagnosed 30 percent 
of the time,” says Ehrlich. 

As with every healthcare con-
cern, a patient is his best advocate. 
If you suspect your child has aller-
gies, or if allergies run in your fam-
ily, a visit to a pediatric allergist is 
your best bet.

Danielle Sullivan, a Brooklyn-born 
mom of three, has worked as a writer 
and editor in the parenting world for 
more than 10 years, and was recently 
honored with a Gold award for her 
health column by the Parenting Publica-
tions of America. Danielle also writes 
for Babble.

First for allergies
Are firstborn children really at greater risk?

HealtHy 
living

Danielle Sullivan
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For groups & birthday parties visit our website or call 1-866-6-GAZTIX
GazillionBubbleShow.com

Wed  at 11 & 2, Fri  at 7, Sat  at 11, 2 & 4:30, Sun at 12 & 3.

 
340 WEST 50th ST.

TELECHARGE.COM or 212.239.6200
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-  N Y  T I M E S

www.familyresourceny.com

Are you ...
Looking for family friendly activities?
 Wanting to connect with other parents?

nterested in parent focused articles to 
   inform  and intrique?

Our growing Web Community is waiting for you! 
Places to post, vote and have your voices heard 

too.  Check It Out Today!

www.webfamilyny.com

Education, Activities, Party, Camp, Special Needs, 
Baby; these are just a few of the reasons why MOMS 

are coming to www.webfamilyny.com

g

Facebook Search: Bronx/Riverdale Family

Become a fan of

on

Family
Bronx/riverdale
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Education

By NaNiNe ieNgo

M y sister and I were born 13 
months apart. We didn’t 
really suffer from sibling 

rivalry — what was mine was clearly 
her’s, and vice versa, without ques-
tion. I do not know a life or a way of 
being that does not include her.

However, we are as vastly dif-
ferent as two people can be, not 
only physically (I’m 5’8 and she’s 5’4; 
she’s blond and I’m not), but in the 
way we approached and functioned 
in school — as were many siblings 
before and after us. I was an avid 
reader, greatly preferring books and 
low-key activities (chess, puzzles), 
while she ran straight into any physi-
cal activity she could (she was actu-
ally on a pre-Olympic gymnastics 
team and one of her fellow gymnasts 
participated in the 1980 Olympics).

The comparisons were inevitable 
and typical. I was tall and awkward, 
but made straight As, while she was 
small and lithe and was banished to 
the resource room — as were most 
kids who were non-typical learners, 
and therefore, labeled learning dis-
abled in the 1970s and ’80s.

I remember the first day we moved 
into a new school — my sister and I 
had to take placement reading tests 
in order to see where we fit among 
the three classes on our respective 
grades. I placed in the middle grade 
because, while I may have been a 
great student, it was very intimidat-
ing sitting in the principal’s office, 
under scrutiny of the third grade 
teacher, the principal, and my par-
ents, while trying to read passages 

and answer questions. 
My sister, a shaky test taker from 

the beginning, tested into the lower 
class. She ended up developing low 
educational self-esteem because of 
the low abilities and bad behaviors 
of the other students in her class. To 
her, and obviously to the school, she 
wasn’t able — able to read well, to 
write well, or to be a good student. 

But, here’s the thing: she was. 
Every child is — the key to learning 
just needs to be uncovered. 

And it wasn’t until I first read about 
Dr. Howard Gardner’s Theory of Mul-
tiple Intelligences way back in my un-
dergraduate days that I understood 
this and put into perspective the 
great differences in our educational 
experiences, and my sister’s great dif-
ficulties in school. My sister wasn’t a 
bad student, she just needed a differ-
ent approach to learning than what 
schools at that time were using.

The theory illustrates the many 
ways in which a person can learn 
and process information. There are 
currently eight widely-accepted in-
telligences, and they are:

• Visual/spatial  intelligence: 
People who are visual/spatial learn-
ers are great at visualizing and rep-
resenting their ideas in 3-D, are great 
with puzzles, and may grow up to be-
come engineers, architects and art-
ists. They tend to need to incorporate 
concrete examples when they learn, 
such as drawing a scene from a play 
if they are reading Shakespeare, or 
creating a replica of the Eiffel Tower 
if they are learning about France.

• Linguistic  intelligence: People 
who are linguistic learners are great 
with words, both written and spo-
ken. They love to play with words 
and find reading a pleasurable activ-
ity. In order for them to learn, they 
need to include note taking or jour-
nal writing when they are learning. 

• Logical-mathematical: People 
who are logical-mathematical learn-
ers tend to be great at reasoning 

and logic.  Math and science are also 
strengths for these learners, as they 
approach learning in an investigative 
way, asking a lot of questions and ap-
plying their reasoning powers.

• Bodily-kinesthetic: People who 
are bodily-kinesthetic learners need 
to incorporate movement into their 
learning. They retain information 
when there is an action incorporated 
into the lesson. They often need to 
touch something or physically do 
something (creating a muscle mem-
ory) for it to become meaningful.

• Musical: Musical learners tend 
to be sensitive to noises, music, 
rhythms and patterns. They need 
to incorporate music (whether it is 
by singing, dancing, or moving) in 
order to learn something and create 
a memory. You will often find these 
learners tapping their feet when they 
are listening to someone talk and 
creating their own songs from what 
they are hearing so that they can 
better understand it.

• Interpersonal: Interpersonal 
learners tend to be the social but-
terflies of any group. They learn best 
by transmitting information to oth-
ers and having others interact with 
them. Very extroverted, interper-
sonal learners are empathetic and 
do well in groups of people. 

• Intrapersonal:  People who are 
intrapersonal learners are highly in-
tuitive and seen as shy or quiet. 
They have a keen ability for self-
reflection, and tend toward working 
alone rather than in groups. 

• Naturalistic: Naturalistic learn-
ers love to be in nature and study 
best when the natural world is in-
volved.  

Dr. Gardner did not primarily de-
velop his theory for education, but 
the educational world has whole-
heartedly embraced it. It makes the 
vocation of teaching and parenting 
a little easier if a teacher or parent 
understands the ways in which chil-
dren see and approach their worlds. 

learning styles

To find your learning style, 
visit literacyworks.org/mi/assess-
ment/findyourstrengths.html. 

To find your child’s style, visit 
www.scholastic.com/familymat-

ters/parentguides/backtoschool/
quiz_learnstyles/index.htm. 

For more information on Dr. 
Howard Gardner, visit www.
howard gardner.com.

Resouces

A parent’s guide to understanding

Identifying 
— and acting 

on — how 
your child 
processes 

information
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While there is usually 
a base type of intelligence, 
many of us do exhibit a combi-
nation of intelligences, and that 
is why it is so important that when 
teachers and parents approach any 
type of activity — whether it be 
reading, disciplining, teaching, or 
playing — they include a variety of 
ways to approach it. 

Now, as an educator, I often look 
back on the pair of us and our edu-
cational and personal paths, and use 
it to inform my educational theories. 
And it is because of this that I have 
always aimed at providing my stu-
dents with lessons that were devel-
oped with many different learning 
styles in mind. I usually didn’t plan les-
sons until I got to know my students 
and the different styles they offered. I 
made sure to include activities or proj-
ects that would help me uncover the 
way they learned, and offered them 
a multitude of ways to access the dif-
ferent centers or projects in our class. 
This was easy in a preschool environ-
ment, but maybe not so much so in a 
higher elementary grade. 

On the first day of class, I designed 
my classroom to provide opportu-

nities for small and large group, as 
well as individual activities (listen-
ing center, playdough, reading nook). 
During circle time or whole group 
work times, I allowed for the different 
ways a child may need to access the 
circle or whole group experience. A 
child was allowed to sit at the table, 
sit at the circle in a chair, sit holding a 
stuffed animal, or stand, as long as he 
wasn’t disrupting the class. 

When I first started teaching, I had 
a little girl in my class who was so sen-
sitive to music that she was terrified 
of the music teacher. After bringing 
her outside of the classroom to calm 
down a few times, the music teacher 
and I decided that it was best for her 
to sit at the door in a chair. But, by the 
end of the music time, she was usually 

in the circle 
dancing with 

the other kids. 
To be honest — this 

does create more work 
at first, especially doing 

this for an entire class. But, as 
a preschool teacher, I found that ap-
proaching teaching in this way, cre-
ating lessons to include as many of 
the ways of learning as I could, chal-
lenged me and help me become a bet-
ter teacher. 

And now, I see this with my own 
parenting style. My 3-year-old son is 
also highly sensitive to sound, but 
is extremely musically inclined (not 
to brag too much). He plays simple 
scales on his piano, and has started 
writing music with my husband, and 
on his own. 

However, when he enters a room 
full of screaming kids (say, at an in-
door play area), he sometimes has a 
hard time functioning. I feel that it is 
up to me — and those who take care 
of him — to understand his learning 
needs, and help him understand them 
as well. This will help him in school, 
and will make things a little easier for 
him when he comes across informa-
tion that he just doesn’t understand.

We were taking music classes to-
gether at a local Music Together Stu-
dio, and after a few weeks, he just 
wasn’t able to handle it. There were 
too many elements for him to pro-
cess, and while he loved the music, 
the surroundings became too much. 
My husband and I feel that our son 
does love music, and we want to 
encourage his natural abilities, so 
we plan on enrolling him in one-
on-one music lessons. Being able to 
identify his way of learning helps 
me, especially when the challenging 
times come up. And trust me, they 
do come up!

My sister and I sat down and filled 
out an online questionnaire to find 
our learning styles. Sure enough, 
what we had already assumed was 
true — I’m a linguistic learner, and 
she’s a bodily/kinesthetic learner. I 
did the same for my son, and con-
firmed he is a visual/spatial and 
musical learner. I can’t wait for my 
husband to take the test!

Nanine Iengo is an Early Childhood 
Educator and Administrator who is 
working toward her Professional Certi-
fication in special education. While tak-
ing a leave of absence from the working 
world to be home with her son, she has 
developed a parent participation class 
called Toddler Lit 101, which is aimed at 
giving all children a love of reading.



14   BRONX/RIVERDALE FAMILY • May 2011

3081 Harding Ave, Throggs Neck, NY 10465
Tel: 718 -239 -7919 • 212 -935 -4049  
email: info@advantagecamps.net

www.advantagecamps.net

S U M M E R  C A M P S
2011

Advantage All-City 
Junior Tennis Camp 

at  The New York Tennis Club
A TOP JUNIOR TENNIS PROGRAM –
RIGHT IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

For Ages 6 -17

One of the best junior tennis 
programs in New York.

• One of the oldest and most respected Junior 
Development Programs in New York

• Half day Program (9am-1pm) – optional 
afternoon at SUNY Maritime.

• Tennis instruction for all levels and ages 

• Tournament Training Program available –
incorporates practice, match play, tournament 
preparation and play, conditioning and nutrition

• 10 & under QUICKSTART Program

We offer daily door-to-door transportation!

 Directory

Camp

Advantage Sea and Sports 
Camp
At Suny Maritime College and New 
York Tennis Club
718-239-7919 or Email: info@
advantagecamps.net
The Advantage Sea And Sports Camp 
is a wonderful place for young children 
and teens to learn, grow, and have fun. 
We are located in the Bronx in beautiful, 
historic Throggs Neck, only 15 minutes 
from Manhattan, lower Westchester, and 
Queens. Our program includes tennis, soc-
cer, softball, basketball, swimming and 
waterfront activities (boating, fishing, 
marine ecology exploration), and best of all, 
FUN! Our year round New York Tennis club 
features one of NY’s top youth tennis pro-
grams under the direction of Ajay Kumar, 
and has 6 Har-Tru courts in a country like 
setting. The Maritime College campus is 
on a 55-acre scenic waterfront property at 
historic Fort Schuyler at the southeastern tip 
of the Bronx. Our camp is under the direc-
tion of Paul Fontana. Paul has been a camp 
leader for over 16 years, including Future 
Stars Camps in Westchester. Paul is also a 
basketball and tennis coach, and served as 
tennis director for Ivan Lendi’s Grand Slam 
club for 10 years. Discover one of NYC’s 
best kept secrets.

Bronx House School for 
Performing Arts
Musical Theater Summer Program
990 Pelham Parkway South
718-792-1800 ext. 235 or www.
bronxhouse.org
This new program is for kids who love 
to sing, dance, or perform! Included are 
4 hours a day of instruction in singing, 
dancing and acting, and classes in theater 
games and improv. Instructors are trained 
professionals who are also accomplished 
educators. Two three-week sessions cul-
minate in musical theater productions for 
family and friends. Also included is a trip 
to a Broadway or off-Broadway production 
and swim in the indoor pool. The program 
is open to any child with an interest in the 
performing arts who is entering 3rd to 8th 
grade in September 2011. All skill levels 
are welcome, no previous experience is 
necessary, however a passion for the arts is 
required. Parents must provide daily lunch.

Children’s Bible Fellowship 
Camp Joy 
250 Nimham Rd., Carmel
845 225-2005 x212 or www.cbfny.org
Camp Joy provides a safe, fun and spirit 
filled camp experience for children and 
youth.  We are located in beautiful Carmel 
NY, just 50 miles North of the Bronx.  At 
$65 per session, you will not be sorry and 
your children will thank you for all the fun 
and memories that they receive.  Register 
online or call for openings.  Transportation 
from Manhattan provided.

Children’s Bible Fellowship 
Teen Camp
845-225-2005 EXT 207 or www.cbfny.
org
Camp Joy has been working with children 
and teens for over 60 years.  We offer a 
great camping experience for the inner-city 
youth.  Challenging truth, engaging fun and 
a life time of memories!  Register online 

or call for openings.  Transportation from 
Manhattan provided.

College of Mount Saint 
Vincent Boys & Girls Camps
6301 Riverdale Ave
Director: Brian Nigro
718-405-3415 or e-mail Brian.Nigro@
mountsaintvincent.edu
The College of Mount Saint Vincent will be 
holding three weeks of Sports Camps; July 
11-15th, July 18th-22nd, July 25th-29th.
A week of Basketball Camp is offered 
August 1st-5th, and a week of Volleyball 
Camp is offered August 11th-15th this sum-
mer. 
Campers will enjoy a brand new indoor 
facility, while under the direction of college 
coaches and staff.
The Sports Camp and Basketball Camps are 
open to boys and girls ages 7-15. Headed 
by Men’s Basketball Coach Brian Nigro, 
campers will learn the basics of the game 
while improving skills and most importantly 
having fun.
The Volleyball Camp, under the direction of 
Head Coach Jason Torres, is open to boys 
and girls entering 8th through 12th grade 
looking for enhancing their volleyball skills.
Mount Saint Vincent campus is conveniently 
accessible to public transportation from 
Westchester, the Bronx and Manhattan 
locations.  
For more information, or questions please 
feel free to contact Brian Nigro.

Horace Mann Summer 
Camp
231 West 246th Street
718-432-3823 or www.horacemann.org
The Horace Mann Day Camp, is currently 
celebrating it’s 41st Anniversary!  During 
the years the camp has provided children 
with summers full of fun, adventure and 
lasting memories. The camp is located on 
18 hilltop acres in the Riverdale section of 
the Bronx.  The campus offers excellent 
facilities, such as various playing fields, a 
brand new playground, indoor gymnasiums 
and swimming pool as well as 7 tennis 
courts.  Campers enjoy a spectacular array 
of activities in athletics, arts and crafts, 
swimming, gymnastics and performing 
arts!  Weekly trips and special events are 
included. The program offers two sessions: 
Six weeks from June 27st thru August 5th. 
The day begins at 9:00 a.m. and ends at 
4:00 p.m.  Transportation is available. Camp 
Director Bob Annunziata is proud of his 
dedicated professional staff most of whom 
have been with the camp for numerous 
years. They include faculty from the Horace 
Mann community, college students and 
past campers.
If you need additional information, one of 
their staff will be happy to help you.  

The Mary Mitchell 
Enrichment Summer 
Program 
2007 Mapes Ave, Bronx
718-583-1765 or www.
themarymitchellfyc.org
Ages 6-12 yrs. 
Camp is Monday through Friday, from 8:00 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Extended day is available until 6:00p.m. The 
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curriculum includes fitness, arts and crafts, 
sports and nutrition.  We organize weekly 
day trips which are included in the price 
of the camp.  Children are provided with a 
nutritional breakfast, lunch and snack.  
For more information contact Kelly Garcia.

Mosholu Montefiore 
Community Center Day 
Camp
3450 Dekalb Avenue
718-882-4000 or www.mmcc.org
Mosholu provides children with a traditional 
camping experience.  Children participate 
in hundreds of activities throughout the 
summer and leave with memories that last 
a lifetime.
 Our campers are picked up in the Bronx 
and Southern Westchester and are driven to 
our campgrounds in Pearl River, New York. 
Campgrounds are located on a beautiful 
125 acre facility with 4 pools, a boating 
lake, gorgeous streams, hiking trails and ball 
fields. At camp, children participate in activ-
ities from Archery to nature, art, drama, 
all kinds of sports, swimming twice a day 
including instruction and trip program.
Campers entering Kindergarten-6th grade 
visit our camp grounds, while 7th - 10th 
graders travel each day in our Teen 
Trailways Camp on Wheels.   

New York Tennis Club 
3081 Harding Ave, Throggs Neck
718-239-7919 or (cell) 646-294-2653 or 
www.advantagecamps.net or 
Email: Ak.advantagetennis@gmail.com
SUMMER JUNIOR TENNIS CAMP PROGRAM
The Advantage All-City Summer Tennis 
Camp program is available for up to 12 
weeks. It includes a half day of tennis (9am-
1pm), and an optional afternoon of other 
sports and recreational activities to round 
out the day. 
The tennis program is located at NY Tennis 
Club* in Throggs Neck. The optional sports 
and aquatic facilities are located at SUNY 
Maritime, only 2 minutes from the club. Our 
tennis program is designed for junior tennis 
players all ages and skill levels, from recre-
ational to tournament competitors. 
Our mission is to provide each player 
with the opportunity to learn, improve 
and compete, and to have fun and make 
friends.  Players are evaluated and grouped 
according to levels and goals. We offer 3 
levels of play, Recreational, Competitive, 
and Tournament Level, and players are then 
grouped according to age and ability. The 
curriculum is tailored to the type of player 
and goal.  

Oasis In Dobbs Ferry At 
Mercy College
555 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry, NY 10533
718-596-4900 or email: info@
oasischildren.com or www.
oasischildren.com
Oasis at Dobbs Ferry is a great opportunity 
to get children active this summer! Located 
on the Mercy College Campus, Oasis pro-
vides a traditional camp experience with a 
variety of activities that allow kids to learn 
new ways to express their individuality, 
leadership and creativity. Mercy College 
provides access to phenomenal athletic 
facilities including playing fields, tennis 
courts, basketball courts , an outdoor swim-

ming pool, nature trails and much more- all 
against the picturesque backdrop of the 
Hudson River. Oasis at Dobbs Ferry is the 
perfect opportunity for children to have an 
active and safe summer while making life-
long friends along the way! 

Teen Travel program gives emerging teens 
the opportunity to take a unique trip every 
day.  Oasis Teen Travel is offered exclusively 
for 12-14 year olds.   

At Oasis, children enroll for a minimum 
of two consecutive weeks, a maximum 
of eight weeks, or any combination you 
choose.  Families have the advantage to 
enroll their children around their summer 
plans, we offer flexible schedules.  

YMCA of Greater New York 
Day Camps 
Catalpa Center YMCA 69-02 64th 
Street, Ridgewood; 718-821-6271 or 
www.ymcanyc.org/catalpa
Cross Island YMCA 238-10 Hillside 
Avenue, Bellerose; 718-479-0505 or 
www.ymcanyc.org/cross
Flushing YMCA 138-46 Northern 
Boulevard., Flushing; 718-961-6880 or 
www.ymcanyc.org/flushing
Jamaica YMCA 89-25 Parsons 
Boulevard, Jamaica; 718-739-6600 or 
www.ymcanyc.org/jamaica
Long Island City YMCA 32-23 Queens 
Boulevard., LIC; 718-392-7932 or www.
ymcanyc.org/lic
214-13 35th Avenue in Bayside 718-229-
5972, Beacon Center at JHS 189
154-60 17th Avenue, Whitestone 718-
961-6014; Beacon Center at JHS 194
144-80 Barclay Avenue, Flushing 718-
747-1364; Beacon Center @ MS210
93-11 101st Avenue, Ozone Park 718-
659-7710 
YMCA of Greater New York Day Camps 
provide youth with supervised activities that 
teach core values, conflict resolution and 
leadership skills.  Kids have fun while mak-
ing new friends, building self-confidence, 
appreciating teamwork and growing in 
self-reliance.

Their program includes playing games, arts 
& crafts, exploring science and technology, 
swimming, field trips, appreciating nature 
and values of many cultures.  All camps 
are accredited by the American Camping 
Association. 

Registration for Summer 2011 will be begin-
ning soon. Please contact your nearest 
YMCA of Greater New York Day Camp for 
more information:

Young People’s Day Camp
914-792-6555 or 800-DAYCAMP or 
www.ypdc.com
Young People’s Day Camp has been “cre-
ating childhood memories” for boys and 
girls ages 5-14, since 1973. Accredited 
by the American Camping Association, 
YPDC offers free transportation, swimming 
instruction, sports, activities, arts & crafts, 
miniature golf, music, drama, dance and 
weekly field trips. Parents can choose from 
two-eight week sessions at a most afford-
able fee. 

Ask about our next open house.

 Directory

Camp

3081 Harding Ave, Throggs Neck, NY 10465
Tel: 718 -239 -7919 • 212 -935 -4049  
email: info@advantagecamps.net

www.advantagecamps.net

S U M M E R  C A M P S
2011

Advantage Sea 
and Sports Camp 

at SUNY Maritime College  
& The New York Tennis Club

• The Maritime College Waterfront features 
kayaking, sailing, motor boating, fishing and 
marine ecology exploration.

• The New York Tennis Club, only 2 minutes from
Maritime College, features one of NY’s top
youth tennis programs in a country-like setting.

• SUNY Maritime’s facilities offer a beautiful
aquatic center, extensive outdoor sports fields,
where campers will play softball, soccer, 
beach volleyball and a large gymnasium for 
basketball and other indoor games

We offer daily door-to-door transportation!

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CAMP WITHIN 
15 MINUTES OF MANHATTAN!

For Ages 6 -17

One of the best summer day camps 
the city has to offer!
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Great Family Deals!
Deals, discounts and savings of up to 90% 
at your favorite family-friendly restaurants, 
classes, stores, attractions, and much more!

Sign up today!

BoroDeal.com

PRESENTS
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FamilyBROOKLYN

www.familyresourceny.com

FREEChildren’s 

Dental Health

Where to go in February? Check out our Going Places

Doubling up!

Managing the cost of multiples

Doubling up!

Managing the cost of multiples

TO PLACE AN AD IN OUR LINE OF FAMILY PUBLICATIONS, PLEASE CALL 718.260.4554

ADVERTISE WITH US!
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Family
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Where to go in March? Check out our Going Places

Perfect match  
Pick your summer program now!
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Pick your summer program now!
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FamilyBRONX/RIVERDALE

www.webfamilyny.com

FREE

WHERE TO GO IN JULY? Check out our Going PlacesRight bites!

Eat your way to better health

Going PlacesRight bites!

Eat your way to better health

Family
Staten ISland

www.webfamilyny.com

FREE

Where to go in October? Check out our Going Places
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Talkin’Teens
Safer surfingFor today’s iTeens

Big smilesThe ortho checklist

Mastering FacebookSmarter social networking

Horace Mann Day caMp
6 Week camp

June 27th - august 5th
age 5-11 - Grades pre-K - 7th

Campers will
Enjoy a 

Summer 
filled with 
GAMES, 

SWIMMING,
SPORTS, 

TRIPS  
& so much 

more!

For addtional information please call 718-432-3823
or Visit our website: www.horacemann.org.

Go to ‘Quicklinks’ and select ‘Summer programs’. click on Day camp.

Limited
Spaces

Still
Available!

The Mary Mitchell 
Summer Enrichment Program

Call Kelly Garcia (Program Director) 
for more information

2007 Mapes Ave 
718.583.1765

Fitness • Arts & Crafts • Sports • Field Trips  
Nutrition • Extended Day Available

Breakfast • Lunch • Snacks

www.themarymitchellfyc.org

AGES 6-12 • REGISTERING NOW!

Better than pavement!

Instead of playing in the backyard, come and have plenty of  fun 
with your new friends at Oasis Dobbs Ferry at Mercy College 
Campus!
Oasis Queens in Astoria offers boys and girls ages 4-14 a summer experience 
unrivaled by even the most expensive private day camp programs. This location 
offers campers an array of activities in a safe, exciting and nurturing environment. 
Oasis campers develop teamwork skills, friendships and most importantly have fun! 

�   Many Special Events:  dance parties, visual & performing arts, 
field trips and so much more

�   Experienced Counselors:  dedicated role models & mentors 
college age and older

�   1:6 Counsevlor to Camper ratio: children are always supervised 
and attended

�   Expansive Facility: access to the 65 acre Astoria Park, basketball 
courts, outdoor track and sport fields, playgrounds and multiple 
nature trails

�   Nutritional Snacks:  provided on the premises daily 
�   Bus & Shuttle Service:  available for pick-ups & drop-offs at select 

locations
Campers come in to new friends and leave with lifelong memories. Come enjoy 

the summer at Oasis Dobbs Ferry at Mercy College Campus!

Reserve your spot today and SAVE!        www.OasisChildren.com OR 
CALL 800-317-1392

Oasis Dobbs Ferry at Mercy College Campus

C
Information sessions are being held

in your area—register today!
To RSVP, visit:

www.OasisChildren.com/events.php
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art education

By Risa C. DoheRty

S o, you just found out you 
birthed a Picasso, and you’re 
not sure what to do next? 

When my daughter was in middle 
school, she was accepted into an ac-
celerated art track, and I realized that 
I was not the only one who thought 
she might be artistically gifted. Still, 
at that point, I had no idea what to do 
to help her develop her skills. 

If your child has shown inter-
est and talent, there are benefits 
to encouraging her artistic growth, 
regardless of whether or not she 
wants to pursue a career in art. Most 
schools do not provide counseling 
specific to the arts, so it is helpful 
for parents to learn how to guide 
their children and make the most of 
their gift.

Parents sometimes have dif-
ficulty determining if their 

children are artistically 
talented. Barry Beach 
 —  an “arts counselor” 
who was the director of 

the Oregon College of Art 
and Craft — told me that par-

ents may not be able to deter-
mine if their children are indeed 

gifted. He says parents should take 
notice if their children enjoy making 
art and are constantly interested 
in it. 

“Note passion, rather than talent,” 
he suggests. 

If you find that your child enjoys 
art, do some research and find out 
about local art classes in your area. 
Don’t assume that time spent in art 
class in middle and high school will 
afford a child a full opportunity to 
develop her skills. 

Remember, art class is only one 
period in a student’s day. School art 
teachers will tell you there is very 
little “work” time for the students. 
If you consider the minutes devoted 
to set-up, clean-up and instruction, 
there is very little left over for cre-
ative work.

Beach encourages younger artists 
to take advantage of every opportu-
nity, artistically.

“More art classes and art experi-

ences equal better prepared young 
artists,” he says.

classes
While researching extracurricular 

art classes — apart from checking 
the cost, scheduling and logistical 
issues — you need to be sure the 
student has an opportunity to meet 
with the teacher.

If the school offers a free trial 
class, take advantage of it! Most art 
classes are small, but the teacher’s 
attention is usually divided amongst 
the students, and different instruc-
tors offer different amounts of help 
and guidance, according to their 
teaching styles. 

Personality plays a large role in 
the proper pairing of an art teacher 
and his student. Some are demon-
strative or unconventional in their 
teaching style, whereas others can 
be subdued and expect more inde-
pendence from their students.

Good art teachers, like any good 
educators, will know how much guid-
ance is appropriate for each student. 
Good art teachers will also be hon-
est with their students and with 
parents about the artistic potential 
and the strengths and weaknesses 
of their pupils.

It is not essential for younger chil-
dren to work with instructors with 
portfolio preparation experience, but 
I have always been a firm believer in 
establishing relationships with well-
qualified professionals early on. If 
your child’s art teacher knows how 
to help her prepare a portfolio later, 
she will provide her with helpful 
guidance at an early stage. Also, 
your child will be acclimated to her 
teaching style.

By the time your child is in high 
school, Beach says that “it’s criti-
cal to see the art experiences and 
education of the instructors.” Teach-
ers who did not study art in college 
may not be well prepared to counsel 
students regarding portfolio-quality 
artwork, he warns.

When shopping around for an ap-
propriate art program for my daugh-
ter, who is a junior in high school, 
I was astonished by the number of 

hours some art schools suggested 
or even required. One school re-
quired an up-front commitment of 
nine studio hours per week for each 
semester. This kind of commitment 
seemed nearly impossible, as SATs, 
SAT prep, college visits, driving les-
sons, sports, and assorted extra-
curricular activities loomed in the 
near future. I found a school that 
offered more flexible hours, and my 
daughter increased those hours, as 
needed, to complete her portfolio.

Beach hesitated to specify a mini-
mum number of hours per week he 
would recommend for art classes, 
stating that students who exhibit the 
most passion, self-motivation out-
side classes, and “excitement for cre-
ating,” compile the best portfolios.

Supplies
Along with registration for a seri-

ous art class comes sticker shock 
at the art store. Students working 
on their portfolios graduate from 
stores like Michael’s (general art and 
hobby stores) to specialty stores, 
like Utrecht and Dick Blick, where 
one tiny tube of oil paint can cost 
$30.

For a fee, some schools will pro-
vide a box of required supplies for 
the student.

Sometimes, a name-brand item 
is required (as with certain paints) 
and other times, the store-brand is 
acceptable. Ask the teacher if the 
cheaper brands will suffice, and seek 
out store staff, as they are usually 
art students who know the merchan-
dise.

Be sure to have your student sign 
up for a student discount card and 
watch for sales.

college
By the time the art student 

reaches her junior year in high 
school, she needs to start thinking 
about whether she would like to 
work towards a Bachelor of Art or a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts at a liberal arts 
college, or attend an art school, such 
as Cooper Union, Parsons or Pratt.

Portfolio requirements for every 
school vary. Some schools look for 

Here’s how 
to help your 
artistic child 
develop her 

portfolio

Painting a bright    future
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personal style and abstract cre-
ations, whereas others place a stron-
ger emphasis on technical skills and 
traditional training.

A student should review each 
school’s website to check the school’s 
requirements and get a sense of the 
type of art the school prefers. With 
this information, she can work to-
wards creating the diversity and 
types of pieces that would appeal to 
the school. 

“Try as many art mediums and 
processes as possible … from fresh-
man year, on,” Beach suggests to 
high school students. This way, he 
says, the student’s varied experi-
ences will help to narrow the college 
search, will facilitate her selection 
of a potential major (specialization 
within the art department), and will 
increase her ability to compile a di-
verse portfolio.

If an art student is consider-
ing liberal arts colleges and uni-
versities, she should inquire as to 

whether or not the colleges accept 
or require art portfolios, and if the 
portfolios are used by the college 
for its decision for admission to the 
school, or only admission to the art 
department.

The submission of an outstanding 
portfolio can be helpful for a student 
with good academic credentials in 
a very competitive admissions sea-
son. Some liberal arts colleges will 
not accept portfolios at all. It doesn’t 
mean the school’s art department 
isn’t good, it just means the student’s 
artistic accomplishments will not be 
as helpful in her quest for entry into 
the school.

When the student goes to visit 
these schools, she needs to make 
arrangements to see the art depart-
ment and, ideally, to meet with an art 
student or professor. 

It can’t hurt to bring a small port-
folio, disc, or USB flash drive con-
taining the student’s work on the 
visit. Friendly admissions officers 

are sometimes happy to see a stu-
dent’s work during an interview. At 
one small, liberal arts college, an 
art professor my daughter and I met 
with was willing to take a look at her 
flash drive and give her his com-
ments on the spot.

By the time work on the stu-
dent’s portfolio is well underway, 
she should consider participating 
in a “portfolio day” at an art school. 
These are generally open to the pub-
lic, when colleges and art schools 
(at the college level) set up tables 
where they engage the students in 
short discussions and presentations 
of their works. 

The college representatives cri-
tique the art in a manner that re-
minds me of “American Idol,” with 
some comments reminiscent of 
Simon (blunt and critical) or Paula 
(encouraging and complimentary). 
It is valuable experience that can 
help the student tailor the best pos-
sible portfolio while giving her the 

opportunity to practice presenting 
her work.

Finally, Beach recommends that 
students enter some exhibitions 
and “juried competitions,” normally 
judged by professional artists. It is a 
good experience, plus a peek into the 
real world of art. Of course, he cau-
tions “everything in moderation.”

• • •
So, in a few short months, my 

daughter will be leaving to become 
a studio arts major at a liberal arts 
college. 

Perhaps one day, the crayon draw-
ing that hung on my kitchen refrig-
erator will be worth something. You 
never know. 

For more information on portfolio 
preparation, go to www.artschools.com/
articles/portfolio, or www.artscounselor.
com.  

Risa C. Doherty is an attorney and 
freelance writer from East Hills, NY, who 
has learned a lot about raising an artist 
in the last year.

Painting a bright    future



20   BRONX/RIVERDALE FAMILY • May 2011

WIN 
TICKETS

For you & 
your family (4) 

to local 
family friendly 

shows
Visit our website 

www.webfamilyny.com
and register to win

Looking for fun 
         with the kids?

Attention All Writers!
We’re looking for 
personal essays 

about you, your family and life 
in your community. 

Partner with us and share your 
stories and your memories. 

Email family@cnglocal.com to 
have your piece included in our 
magazine and on our website.

 Directory

Arts

Bronx House School 
for Performing Arts 
Musical Theater 
Summer Program
990 Pelham Parkway South
718-792-1800 ext. 235 or www.
bronxhouse.org
This new program is for kids who 
love to sing, dance, or perform! 
Included are 4 hours a day of instruc-
tion in singing, dancing and acting, 
and classes in theater games and 
improv.  Instructors are trained pro-
fessionals who are also accomplished 
educators. Two three-week sessions 
culminate in musical theater produc-
tions for family and friends. Also 
included is a trip to a Broadway or 
off-Broadway production and swim 
in the indoor pool. The program is 
open to any child with an interest in 
the performing arts who is entering 
3rd to 8th grade in September 2011. 
All skill levels are welcome, no previ-
ous experience is necessary, however 
a passion for the arts is required. 
Parents must provide daily lunch.

Palomba Academy of 
Music and Voice
974 East Gun Hill Road  
718-882-3700 or www.
palomaacademy@optonline.net
Palomba Academy has been teach-
ing music in the community for 
over 50 years. “We don’t just teach 
students… We build musicians” The 
Academy offers private instruction 
in music and voice and is the only 
school that departmentalizes their 
curriculum into Jazz, Rock, Reggae, 
R&B and Christian styles of music.
Our teaching staff includes highly 
trained musicians, Pre-school and 
Special Ed teachers. We inspire our 
students to reach their highest level 
and we hope our teaching will influ-
ence our students with a positive and 
lasting experience. The school pro-
vides many opportunities to perform 
in several recitals in the community 
for national corporations and political 
events. We offer summer programs, 
private instruction, monthly payment 
plans, and no contracts. We are an 
1199 SEIU service provider.

Performer’s Edge 
Dance Academy
4037 E. Tremont Avenue 
718 833-2025 or www.
performersedgedanceacademy2.
com

Stefanie Salaman Director/Owner
Performers Edge Dance Academy 
was founded by Stefanie Salaman 
under the basis of love and adora-
tion for dance. The dance educators 
at Performers Edge are dedicated to 
giving each and every student the 
personal attention they deserve and 
support they need to continue as 
well as enjoy their dance experience. 
Performers Edge is located in the 
heart of Throgs Neck where there is 
much of a family oriented environ-
ment. Our two spacious studios are 
equipped with Marley floors, wall-to-
wall mirrors and viewing windows. 
There is a limited amount of students 
to each class so each student can 
acquire the correct terminology and 
experience; a one-on-one dance 
education. 
The students at Performers Edge 
range from toddlers to adults. No 
matter the age, each student is 
treated with respect and develops a 
love for the art of dance. Whether 
a recreational student or company 
member, each student proves that 
they are talented individuals. 

The School of 
American Ballet
70 Lincoln Center Plaza
212-769-6600 or Audition 
inquiries: auditions@sab.org
The School of American Ballet, 
located in Manhattan at the world-
famous Lincoln Center for the 
Performing Arts, offers tri-state area 
children the opportunity to receive 
classical ballet instruction from cur-
rent and former members of New 
York City Ballet. 
The School, founded by the 
renowned choreographer George 
Balanchine, is the official academy 
of New York City Ballet, and many 
children enrolled in the September-
to-June Winter Term receive the 
opportunity to perform with NYCB 
in the beloved annual production of 
George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker 
at Lincoln Center. Admission to 
SAB is by audition only, and free 
community auditions for children 
between the ages of 6 and 10 (with 
or without previous dancer training) 
are offered every spring in Harlem, 
Chinatown, Queens, Bronx, and 
Brooklyn. Boys attend tuition free, 
and need-based scholarships are 
available for girls. 
For more information on this month’s 
auditions, visit www.sab.org/audi-
tions.
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The School of  
American Ballet 
A T  L I N C O L N  C E N T E R

70 Lincoln Center Plaza, New York, NY 10023  
212-769-6600 | auditions@sab.org

Artistic Director 
Peter Martins

Founders George Balanchine 
and Lincoln Kirstein
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This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New 
York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City 
Council, and by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts

Free Audition in the Bronx for 6 to 10 year olds

SAB is the official school of New York City Ballet

Sunday, May 15, 2011
11:00 a.m.  (6 & 7 year olds) 
12:00 p.m. (8-10 year olds)

Bronx Dance Theatre
585 E. 187th Street, 2nd Floor
(between Arthur and Hoffman)

 

no previous training necessary

Optional online preregistration available at 
sab.org/auditions.  Preregistered applicants 
receive priority check-in at the audition.

2011-2012 Winter Term classes begin at SAB in Manhattan in Septem-
ber for 8 to 10 year olds and October for 6 and 7 year olds.• Children 
must be 6-years-old by 9/1/11 to audition and enroll for the 2011–12 
Winter Term. • Girls should wear a leotard or swimsuit and boys should 
wear shorts and a t-shirt (no long pants) • Tuition assistance is available. 

other  f ree  aud i t ion  locat ions

Visit sab.org for more information

visit sab.org/auditions for details

May 13 P.S. 124 (Chinatown) 
May 14 Frank Sinatra School of the Arts (Queens)
May 20 Harlem School of the Arts
May 22 The Berkeley Carroll School (Brooklyn)

NEW!!! Summer 2011 
Musical Theater Program

Serving children entering 3rd to 8th grades as of September ‘11

    Full 6 Week Session
 •  Tuesday, July 5 – 

Friday, August 12

           3 Week Sessions Available
•   Tuesday, July 5 – Friday, July 22
•   Monday, July 25 – Friday, August 12

  Singing   Dancing   Acting   Theater Games 
Improv  Swimming   Field Trips to NYC Theater Productions

Bronx House School for Performing Arts

Early and late care available for an additional fee. 
Bus pick-up & drop off available in limited areas.

Call 718-792-1800 ext. 236 for prices and further information
Bronx House • 990 Pelham Parkway South • Bronx, NY 10461

(718)792-1800 ext. 236 • (718)792-6802 fax • www.bronxhouse.org

Each 3-week session will culminate in a  
musical theater production!

974 E Gunhill Road, Bronx• 718.882.3700
palombaacademy@optononline.net

Palomba Academy  
of Music & Voice

Keyboard v Guitar v Strings & Brass  
Drums & Percussion v Reading Theory  

Composing v Ear Training 
Sight Signing v Phrasing

Gospel • Rock • Jazz 
R&B • Reggae • Latin

Private Instruction 
Ages 3-Adult

FREE
Casio Piano or 
Acoustic Guitar

REgistER  
now
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Going Places
Submit a listing

Going Places is dedicated to 
bringing our readers the most 
comprehensive events calendar 
in your area. But to do so, we 
need your help!

All you have to do is send 
your listing request to calendar@ 
cnglocal.com — and we’ll take 
care of the rest. Please e-mail 
requests more than three weeks 
prior to the event to ensure we 
have enough time to get it in. 
And best of all, it’s FREE!

G et ready to ooh and ahh.
Cirque Le Masque 

brings its gravity-defy-
ing, circus-style show to the Le-
hman Center for the Performing 
Arts on May 15.

The sophisticated, European-
style circus features an interna-
tional cast of colorfully costumed 
jugglers, acrobats, aerialists and 
clowns performing gasp-inducing 
acts of balance, grace, strength 
and agility.

Drenched in colorful light and, 

seemingly, oblivious to the forces 
of gravity, Cirque Le Masque is 
sure to stun and entrance your 
family when its acrobats, aerial 
artists and gymnasts perform 
incredible feats that combine 
strength, agility, beauty and im-
peccable timing.

Cirque Le Masque’s at Lehman 
Center for the Performing Arts [250 
Bedford Park Blvd. West, (718) 960-
8833], May 15 at 4 pm. Tickets $25-
$35, children 12 and under $10. For 
info, visit lehmancenter.org.

Amazing aerial feats

long-running
Dinosaur display: American Mu-
seum of Natural History, Central Park W. 
at 79th Street; (212) 769-5000; www.
amnh.org; Daily, 10 am–5:30 pm, $24 
($18 students, $14 children). 

Children learn about the largest dinos, 
the long-tailed sauropods by examining 
the innovative model. 

“Dora and Diego’s 4-D Adven-
ture”: Bronx Zoo, Bronx River Parkway 
at Exit 6; (718) 220-5103; www.bronx-
zoo.com; Daily, 10:30 am–4:30 pm, $5 
with zoo admission. 

Dora and Diego need your help to 
protect the animals in the rain forest. 
Children of all ages enjoy this 4-D multi-
sensory journey (8 to 10 minutes long). 

Animal Tale Players: Bronx Zoo, 
2300 Southern Blvd. at Boston Road; 
(718)220-5103; www.bronxzoo.com; 
Saturday, May 7, 11:30 am; Sunday, May 
8, 11:30 am; Saturday, May 21, 11:30 
am; Sunday, May 22, 11:30 am; Satur-
day, May 28, 11:30 am; Sunday, May 29, 
11:30 am; Saturday, June 11, 11:30 am; 
Sunday, June 12, 11:30 am; Saturday, 
June 18, 11:30 am; Sunday, June 19, 
11:30 am; Free with zoo admission. 

Live performance. 

Sat, aPril 30
Bird walk: Van Cortlandt Nature Cen-
ter, (VCNC), Van Cortlandt Park, enter 
at West 246th Street & Broadway; (718) 
548-0912; www.nyc.gov/parks/rangers; 
8 am; Free. 

Spring is back and so are our fine 
feathered friends. 

Run for the Wild 2011: The Bronx 
Zoo, Bronx River Parkway at Exit 6; 
www.wcs.runforthewild.org; 8:30 and 
8:45 am; $30 registration fee. 

Third annual 5K race. This year’s 
race is dedicated to helping save the 
penguins. 

Craft workshop: Wave Hill, West 
249th St. and Independence Ave. (718) 
549-3200; www.wavehill.org; 10 am; 
$15 ($23 non-member). 

Make an Alpine Trough. For children 
12 and up. Registration required. 

10K fun/run walk: Shoelace Park, 
Bronx Blvd. at East 228th Street; (718) 
430-4665; www.nycgovparks.org; 10 
am–2 pm; Free. 

Registration required. 

“Angelina Ballerina”: Bronx Zoo, 

2300 Southern Blvd. at Boston Road; 
(718)220-5103; www.bronxzoo.com; 
11:30 am, 1:30 and 3:30 pm; Free with 
zoo admission. 

Live performance. 

“Sherlock Homes Takes the 
Case”: Kingsbridge Library Center, 310 
E. Kingsbridge Rd. at Briggs Ave. (718) 
579-4244; www.nypl.org; 2 pm; Free. 

The Traveling Lantern Theatre Com-
pany presents the super sleuth and his 
sidekick Dr. Watson. 

Sun, may 1
Family Art: Wave Hill, West 249th St. 
and Independence Ave. (718) 549-3200; 
www.wavehill.org; 10 am–1 pm; Free 
with admission to the grounds. 

Primitive prints are on deck. 

“Angelina Ballerina”: 11:30 am, 
1:30 and 3:30 pm. Bronx Zoo. See Sat-
urday, April 30. 

Victorian workshop: Bartow Pell 
Mansion, 895 Shore Rd. (718) 885-1461; 
www.bartowpellmansionmuseum.org; 
2–4 pm; $20 ($15 members). 

Make a traditional tussie mussie, or 
small bouquet. Tea and light refresh-
ments offered. For children six and up. 
Registration required. 

mon, may 2
Cooking lesson: Kingsbridge Library 
Center, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. at Briggs 
Ave. (718) 579-4244; www.nypl.org; 
3:30 pm; Free.

Teens 12 to 18 learn how to make 
Irish soda bread. 

Blockbuster books: Kingsbridge Li-
brary Center, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. at 
Briggs Ave. (718) 579-4244; www.nypl.
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Going Places

T ime seems to stand still 
at the Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum. And now that it’s 

officially spring, you can take a 
trolley back to the past at the 
beautiful Pelham Bay Park space 
as its First Friday! excursions are 
back in business.

On May 6, tour the mansion, 
stroll the garden, savor light re-
freshments, and hop on the free 
Bronx Seaside Trolley for a ride 
to City Island. 

You can further enjoy the 
magic of the mansion at night 
with the help of classical music, 
performed by the Bronx’s own 
Bardekova Ensemble. 

First Friday! at Bartow-Pell Man-
sion Museum [895 Shore Rd. near 
Orchard Beach Road in Pelham 
Bay Park, (718) 885-1461], May 6 
from 5:30 to 8:30 pm. Tickets $8, 
$5 seniors and studens. For more 
info, visit www.bartowpellmansion-
museum.org.

Catch the trolley!

org; 4 pm; Free. 
Teens 13 to 18 create a book trailer 

using music, write a script, shoot the 
film and then edit. Materials provided. 

Wed, may 4
Story time: Kingsbridge Library Cen-
ter, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. at Briggs 
Ave. (718) 579-4244; www.nypl.org; 
10:30 am; Free. 

For toddlers and their caregivers/
parents. 

Yu-Gi-Oh: Kingsbridge Library Center, 
310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. at Briggs Ave. (718) 
579-4244; www.nypl.org; 4 pm; Free. 

Teens 13 to 18play cards and chal-
lenge their friends to a friendly game. 

Read aloud: Kingsbridge Library Cen-
ter, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. at Briggs 
Ave. (718) 579-4244; www.nypl.org; 
4:30 pm; Free. 

For toddlers and their caregivers/
parents. 

thurS, may 5
Cinco de Mayo Fiesta: Kingsbridge 
Library Center, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. at 
Briggs Ave. (718) 579-4244; www.nypl.
org; 4 pm; Free. 

Teens 13 to 18 celebrate with snacks 
and games. 

Fri, may 6
Chess team: Parkchester Library, 1985 
Westchester Ave. at Pugsley Avenue; 
(718) 829-4505; www.nypl.org; 3 pm; 
Free. 

Teens 13 to 18 show off their moves 
and challenge their friends. 

First Friday: Bartow Pell Mansion, 
895 Shore Rd. (718) 885-1461; www.
bartowpellmansionmuseum.org; 5:30–
8:30 pm; $8 ($5 seniors and students). 

The Trolly returns, yeah! 

Sat, may 7
Walk-a-thon: The New York Botani-
cal Garden, Kazimiroff Blvd. at Mosholu 
Parkway; www.giving.montefiore.org/
bnfit; 8 –10 am; Free. 

The Children’s Hospital at Mon-
tefiore is sponsoring this walk for child-
hood obesity and fitness. Registration 
required. 

Bird walk: 8 am. Van Cortlandt Nature 
Center, (VCNC). See Saturday, April 30. 

Family Art: Wave Hill, West 249th St. 
and Independence Ave. (718) 549-3200; 
www.wavehill.org; 10 am–1 pm; Free 
with admission to the grounds. 

Make a floral fantasy for mom includ-
ing paper flowers and fragrant sachets. 

Los Munequitos de Matanzas: Pe-
ter Jay Sharpe Theater, 2537 Broadway 
at West 95th Street; (212) 864-5400; 

www.symphonyspace.org/series/77; 11 
am; $15 ($25 adults). 

Children three and up enjoy the music 
of the legendary Cuban group. 

Storytime: Barnes & Noble Bay Plaza, 
290 Baychester Ave; (718) 862-3945; 
barnesandnoble.com; 11 am; Free. 

Celebrate mother’s day with a story 
and age appropriate craft. 

Bronx River Flotilla: Olinville Play-
ground, Bronx Blvd. at East 219th 
Street; (718) 430-4665; http;//www.ny-
cgovparks.org; Noon–4 pm; Free. 

Canoes and kayaks make their way 
down the Bronx River. Pre-registration 
required. 

“Mi bebe es un heroe”: Repertorio 
Espanol, 138 E. 27th St. (212) 225-9920; 
www.repertorio.org; Noon; $12. 

Bilingual puppet show that teaches 
the importance of love and family val-
ues. For children two and up. 

Adoption workshop: Union Temple, 
17 Eastern Pkwy. at Underhill Avenue; 
(212) 652-4743; www.jccany.org; 1 pm; 

$10 ($5 children). 
Meet other parents to discuss various 

options available. 

Science workshop: Kingsbridge Li-
brary Center, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. at 
Briggs Ave. (718) 579-4244; www.nypl.
org; 2 pm; Free. 

Up, up and away is all about the grav-
ity. For children four and older. 

Sun, may 8
Family Art: 10 am– 1 pm. Wave Hill. 
See Saturday, May 7. 

Nature workshop: Crotona Nature 
Center (CNC), Crotona Park, enter at 
Charlotte Street & Crotona Park East; 
(718) 378-2061; www.nyc.gov/parks/
rangers; 1 pm; Free. 

Celebrate Mother’s day and meet the 
mothers of the wild; children learn how 
wild animals protect their young. 

“An Evening of Boleros”: Lehman 
Center for the Performing Arts, 250 
Bedford Park Boulevard West; (718) 

960-8833; www.LehmanCenter.org; 8 
pm; $45, $40, $35, $30. 

performed by Cuarteto Los Hispanos 
featuring Trio Ideal and Grupo Tipico 
Boricua. 

mon, may 9
“The Emperor of Nihono-Ja”: Pe-
ter Jay Sharpe Theater, 2537 Broadway 
at West 95th Street; (212) 864-5400; 
www.symphonyspace.org/series/77; 6 
pm; $15. 

Author John Flanagan reads from the 
tenth and final book of the “Ranger’s 
Apprentice” series as Story Pirates per-
form a scene from the book. For chil-
dren eight and up. 

Wed, may 11
Story time: 10:30 am. Kingsbridge Li-
brary Center. See Wednesday, May 4. 

Read aloud: 4:30 pm. Kingsbridge Li-
brary Center. See Wednesday, May 4. 

Fri, may 13
Chess team: 3 pm. Parkchester Li-
brary. See Friday, May 6. 

Sat, may 14
Hershey’s track and field games: 
Van Cortlandt Stadium, W. 242nd St. 
at Broadway; (212) 360-3308; wanda.
mojica@parks.nyc.gov; 9 am; Free. 

Boys and girls nine to 14 compete 
in relay races, softball throws and long 
jumps. 

Bike workshop: Playground for All 
Children, Mac Donough Pl. at Middle-
town Road; www.nycgovparks.org; 10 
am–1 pm; Free. 

Children five and up learn how to 
safely ride a bike. Bring your own bike 
and helmet. 

Craft workshop: Wave Hill, West 
249th St. and Independence Ave. (718) 
549-3200; www.wavehill.org; 11 am–4 
pm; Free with admission to the grounds. 

The Big Draw offers an opportu-
nity for the whole family to learn from 
artists. 

Barney and Nina: Bronx Zoo, 2300 
Southern Blvd. at Boston Road; (718) 
220-5103; www.bronxzoo.com; 11:30 
am, 1:30 and 3:30 pm; Free with zoo 
admission. 

Live peformance. 

Heritage Weekend: Bartow-Pell 
Mansion Museum, 895 Shore Rd. (718) 
885-1461; www.bartowpellmansionmu-
seum.org; Noon–4 pm; Free. 

Enjoy guides tours of the mansion. 

Story time: Kingsbridge Library Cen-
ter, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. at Briggs 
Ave. (718) 579-4244; www.nypl.org; 2 

Continued on page 24



24   BRONX/RIVERDALE FAMILY • May 2011

Going Places

I f your little one is captivated 
by the television shows “Di-
nosaur Train” and “Dino Dan,” 

he’ll get a big kick out of a new ex-
hibition at the American Museum 
of Natural History exploring all 
there is to know about a super-
sized group of dinosaurs. This 
show goes beyond traditional fos-
sil displays to reveal the amazing 
anatomy of sauropods.

In “The World’s Largest Dino-
saurs,” on view now through Jan. 
2, you can explore a life-sized, 
fleshed-out model of a 60-foot-
long, 11-foot-tall female Mamen-
chisaurus, known for its remark-

able 30-foot neck.
The exhibition sheds light on 

how heart rate, respiration, me-
tabolism, and reproduction are 
linked to size. An interactive dig 
site at the end will invite visi-
tors to explore how dinosaurs 
are discovered in the field. Can 
you dig it?

“The World’s Largest Dinosaurs” 
at the American Museum of Natu-
ral History [Central Park West at 
79th Street in Manhattan, (212) 769-
5000], now through Jan. 2, 2012. 
Admission $24 for adults, $18 for 
students and seniors, and $14 for chil-
dren. For info, visit amnh.org.

Dino-mite exhibition

pm; Free. 
Children four and older learn about 

Greek mythology and all the gods. 

Sun, may 15
Barney and Nina: 11:30 am, 1:30 
and 3:30 pm. Bronx Zoo. See Saturday, 
May 14. 

Heritage Weekend: Noon–4 pm. 
Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum. See Sat-
urday, May 14. 

Circque Le Masque: Lehman Center 
for the Performing Arts, 250 Bedford 
Park Boulevard West; (718) 960-8833; 
www.LehmanCenter.org; 4 pm; $35, 
$30, $25 (Children under 12 $10 any 
seat). 

European-style circus. 

Blockbuster books: 4 pm. Kings-
bridge Library Center. See Monday, 
May 2. 

tueS, may 17
Cooking lesson: Kingsbridge Library 
Center, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. at Briggs 
Ave. (718) 579-4244; www.nypl.org; 4 
pm; Free. 

Children 12 to 18 learn how to make 
Irish soda bread. 

Wed, may 18
Story time: 10:30 am. Kingsbridge Li-
brary Center. See Wednesday, May 4. 

Read aloud: 4:30 pm. Kingsbridge Li-
brary Center. See Wednesday, May 4. 

thurS, may 19
Anime night: Parkchester Library, 
1985 Westchester Ave. at Pugsley Av-
enue; (718) 829-4505; www.nypl.org; 
3:30 pm; Free. 

Want to see the latest in the genre? 
Kids 13 to 18 years old bring their pocky 
and enjoy manga mania. 

Fri, may 20
Chess team: 3 pm. Parkchester Li-
brary. See Friday, May 6. 

Sat, may 21
Bike workshop: Van Cortlandt Park, 
Van Cortlandt Pk. S. at Broadway; 
www.nyc.gov/parks/rangers; 10 am–1 
pm; Free. 

Children five and up learn how to 
safely ride a bike. Bring your own bike 
and helmet. 

Family Art: Wave Hill, West 249th St. 
and Independence Ave. (718) 549-3200; 
www.wavehill.org; 10 am–1 pm; Free 
with admission to the grounds. 

Celebrate the incredible daffodil. 

Bike tour: Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-
seum, 895 Shore Rd. (718) 885-1461; 
www.bartowpellmansionmuseum.org; 
10:30 am–12:30 pm; Free. 

Bike through private gardens on City 
Island and public gardens in Pelham Bay 
Park. Scott Farrington leads the group. 

Story surprise: Barnes & Noble Bay 
Plaza, 290 Baychester Ave; (718) 862-
3945; barnesandnoble.com; 11 am; 
Free. 

The latest in books and a great 
activity. 

“The Storyteller’s Candle”: Kings-
bridge Library Center, 310 E. Kings-
bridge Rd. at Briggs Ave. (718) 579-
4244; www.nypl.org; 2 pm; Free. 

Children four to eight learn about 
Pura Belpre, the first Latina Librarian in 
the city. 

Meet the owls: Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum, 895 Shore Rd. (718) 885-
1461; www.bartowpellmansionmu-

seum.org; 3 pm; $10 ($8 members). 
Learn about the mysterious creature. 

Johnny Mathis: Lehman Center for 
the Performing Arts, 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West; (718) 960-8833; www.
LehmanCenter.org; 8 pm; $85, $75, 
$65, $55. 

tueS, may 24
Cooking lesson: 4 pm. Kingsbridge 
Library Center. See Tuesday, May 17. 

Wed, may 25
Story time: 10:30 am. Kingsbridge Li-
brary Center. See Wednesday, May 4. 

Read aloud: 4:30 pm. Kingsbridge Li-
brary Center. See Wednesday, May 4. 

thurS, may 26
Calligraphy workshop: Kingsbridge 

Library Center, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. at 
Briggs Ave. (718) 579-4244; www.nypl.
org; 4 pm; Free. 

Learn the swirls and scrolls of this an-
cient word art. 

Fri, may 27
Chess team: 3 pm. Parkchester Li-
brary. See Friday, May 6. 

Camping: Van Cortlandt Nature Cen-
ter, (VCNC), Van Cortlandt Park, enter 
at West 246th Street & Broadway; (718) 
548-0912; www.nyc.gov/parks/rang-
ers; 6 pm; Free with admission to the 
grounds. 

Enjoy camping in the woods. Food 
and tents provided; must bring your 
own sleeping bangs. Space is limited to 
four persons per family. Pre-registration 
required. 

Sat, may 28
Family Art: Wave Hill, West 249th St. 
and Independence Ave. (718) 549-3200; 
www.wavehill.org; 10 am–1 pm; Free 
with admission to the grounds. 

Create your own personal garden. 

Summer story: Barnes & Noble Bay 
Plaza, 290 Baychester Ave; (718) 862-
3945; barnesandnoble.com; 11 am; 
Free. 

Read about the lazy, hazy days that 
are almost here. 

Sun, may 29
Family Art: 10 am–1 pm. Wave Hill. 
See Saturday, May 28. 

Canoeing: Orchard Beach Nature Cen-
ter (OBNC), Orchard Beach; (718) 885-
3466; www.nyc.gov/parks/rangers; 11 
am; Free. 

Get ready for an adventure and pad-
dle through the waters of the green 
marsh and the lagoon. For persons eight 
and up. Space is limited. Pre-registration 
required. 

mon, may 30
“Showboat Shazzam”: Hudson 
River Park, Pier 25 at Chambers Street; 
(877) 238-5596; www.waterfrontmu-
seum.org; 1 and 4 pm; $15. 

The little big top at sea hosted by 
the Waterfront Museum and Showboat 
Barge, featuring a variety of performers 
from around the globe. 

Sat, June 4
Bob the Builder: Bronx Zoo, 2300 
Southern Blvd. at Boston Road; (718) 
220-5103; www.bronxzoo.com; 11:30 
am,1:30 and 3:30 pm; Free with zoo 
admission. 

Live performance. 

“Mi bebe es un heroe”: Noon. Rep-
ertorio Espanol. See Saturday, May 7. 

Continued from page 23
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   CIRCLE IN THE SQUARE THEATRE
50TH STREET WEST OF BROADWAY

TELECHARGE.COM OR 212-239-6200
GROUPS 10+ CALL 800-432-7780

ON BROADWAY

community marketplace

Collins Music Studio

FClasses in Piano F Organ F Voice-Theory 
FSight Singing F Ear Training

FClassical-Sacred F Gospel Music
Dr. William H. Collins, Jr. BMus MMus Mus.D

Instructor 
  Phone: 718 537-6479 • Cell: 917 940-3069

 

1170 Nelson Avenue (at 167th Street)
Bronx N.Y. 10451

MUSIC LESSONS

CHILD CAREBUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BABY BLUES 
M

on.–Thurs. 7:30am–11pm•Fri.7:30am–5:45pm

•  Transportation 
Provided 
(Before School  
Drop-off After School Pickup)

• Breakfast & Lunch Provided

•  Ages 61/2 weeks  
– 12 years old

• ACD/HRA/Private

• Half Day/Full Day • Breakfast & Lunch Provided• Half Day/Full Day

Need a mom in a 
flash? We offer  

on-call child care.

1728 E 172nd Street • Bronx NY 10472
718.617.4883 • BabyBluesDayCare@Hotmail.com

HEALTHCARE TRAINING

Cudley’s Training Program

Training call:    718-401-9298
HHA Jobs call:  718-401-2231

391 East 149th Street
Suite 521, Bx NY  10455

Habla Espanol

HHA’s & PCA’s & CNA’s 
Training Available

Plenty of HHA Jobs 
Available in all Boros

Classes Monday-Saturday 9-5pm

H
ap

py
 

*N
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ar*

www.cudleys.com

PARTY PLANNING

Best Clowns
Clowns • Costume Characters
Princess Parties • Magicians
Face Painters • Balloon Art

  Caricaturists • Toddler Games 
  Cotton Candy & More

   1-800-75-CLOWN or 212-614-0988
     Bi-Lingual Performers Available * Private & Corporate Events

All Boros, L.I. & Westchester

All At A ReAsonAble PRice
(718) 441-5764
(718) 441-7796
www.allinoneentertainment.com
Clowns • Magicians • Cartoon Characters
DJ Service • Arts & Crafts 
All Types of Bounce • Face Painting Sand/
Spin Art • Balloon Artists
Private Events • and much more!!!

95-25 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421

WEEkdAy SPEciAl STArTS AT $9000

Brand New

PARTY ROOM

w/Soft Play Area

PARTY PLANNING
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New & Noteworthy
A new edition of a book has 

us revisiting an old favorite.
“A Duck in New York City” 

follows the adventures of a lit-
tle duck from the prairies who 
dreams of making it big in New 
York City — on Broadway, of 
course. The book is also an 
award-winning CD, featuring 
songs performed by the writer, 
Connie Kaldor. 

With a new Spanish version 
of the book, called “Un Pato en 
Nueva York,” coming out this 
month, a whole new audience 
can now be introduced to this 
lovable title — and it also features a 
CD of Kaldor’s fantastic songs.

“Un Pato en Nueva York.”  For 
info, visit www.thesecretmountain.com.

It’s Dominos, but with a fruit 
twist!

From the makers of Banana-
grams comes another fun game 
with a fruit theme. Fruitominoes 
is a domino game that con-
nects fruit instead of dots, 
where you can match apples, 
oranges, bananas, pears and 
strawberries. 

There are 28 crafted dominoes 
in a compact pouch, for a colorful 
— and travel-friendly — update to 

the classic game.
Fruitominoes, $12.95. For ages five 

and up. For info, visit www.banana-
grams.com.

You’ll never have to worry about los-
ing a sock again.

With LittleMissMatched, the socks 
purposely come without a pair. And 
they also come in bright, colorful, fun 
designs. 

Perfect for the approaching sum-
mer is this beach anklet, which is 

outfitted with bathing suits, san-
dals and sunglasses. It’s every-
thing you need for a day at the 
beach — right on your socks!

At The Beach Anklet Socks by 
LittleMissMatched, $9. For info, 

visit www.littlemissmatched.com.

This book hits a home 
run.

All your little sluggers out 
there will want to get their 
hands on the vibrant new 
picture book, “Take Me Out 
to the Ballgame.” 

It explores baseball’s 
unofficial anthem in all of 
its lyrics, including hero-
ine Katie Casey, who was 
“baseball mad” and had 
“the fever...bad.” 

It even comes with a recording of 
the song by none-other-than Carly 
Simon, so you can do a sing-along 

after your read-along.
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame,” 

$17.95.

Some fruity fun
Batter up!

Elizabeth Horton calls her line 
Nostalgic Graphic Tees. The nos-
talgia is a funny word — they’re 
shirts for kids, after all — but it 
works.

 Her playful designs include 
mermaids, cowboys with lassos, 
baseball players, little scientists 
with magnifying glasses in hand, 

boy and girl surfboarders, cheer-
leaders and gymnasts.

The white silhouettes are con-
trasted by a vibrant, solid shirt. 
And the designs are great for the 
spring and summer months.

Nostalgic Graphic Tee by Elizabeth 
Horton, $20. For info, visit www.etsy.
com/people/elizabethhorton.

Graphic goodies

A new edition of a book has A new edition of a book has 

“A Duck in New York City” 
follows the adventures of a lit-

lovable title — and it also features a “Un Pato en Nueva York.”  For 

This book hits a home 

It even comes with a recording of after your read-along.

Duck, duck, duck!

Life’s a beach



The new issue of

New York Special Child
Is Now Available!

Please call 718-260-8336 
or email us to get more info,

find out where you can pick up a copy,
have a copy mailed to you, or get distribution.

To advertise call 718-260-4554
family@cnglocal.com
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*Up to $10,000 is deductible from
New York State taxable income
for married couples filing jointly;
single residents can deduct up to
$5,000 annually. May be subject to
recapture in certain circumstances—
rollovers to another state’s plan or
non-qualified withdrawals.

**Earnings on non-qualified
withdrawals may be subject to
federal income tax and a 10%
federal penalty tax, as well as
state and local income taxes. Tax
and other benefits are contingent
on meeting other requirements and
certain withdrawals are subject to
federal, state and local taxes.

Before you invest, consider whether
your or the designated beneficiary’s
home state offers any state tax
or other benefits that are only
available for investments in such
state’s qualified tuition program.

The Comptroller of the State of New York
and the New York State Higher Education
Services Corporation are the Program
Administrators and are responsible for
implementing and administering the Direct
Plan. Upromise Investments, Inc. and
Upromise Investment Advisors, LLC serve
as Program Manager and Recordkeeping
and Servicing Agent, respectively, and are
responsible for day-to-day operations,
including effecting transactions.
The Vanguard Group, Inc. serves as the
Investment Manager. Vanguard Marketing
Corporation markets, distributes and
underwrites the Direct Plan.

No guarantee: None of the State of New York,
its agencies, the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation (FDIC), The Vanguard Group, Inc.,
Upromise Investments, Inc., nor any of their
applicable affiliates insures accounts or
guarantees the principal deposited therein
or any investment returns on any account
or investment portfolio.

New York’s 529 College Savings Program
currently includes two separate 529 plans.
The Direct Plan is sold directly by the Program.
You may also participate in the Advisor Plan,
which is sold exclusively through financial
advisors and has different investment options
and higher fees and expenses as well as
financial advisor compensation.

Upromise is a registered service mark of
Upromise, Inc.

For more information about
New York’s 529 College Savings
Program Direct Plan, obtain
a Program Brochure and
Tuition Savings Agreement at
ny529directplan.com or by calling
1-800-608-8617. This includes
investment objectives, risks,
charges, expenses, and other
information. You should read
and consider them carefully
before investing.

© 2011 State of New York

Visit ny529directplan.com
or call 1-800-608-8617

She promises to work hard.
Promise todo your part.

Through all the homework, projects, and hours of practice, your child gives you her best. All this

hard work will pay off when it’s time for college. Do your part to help pay for her education by

opening a New York 529 College Savings Program Direct Plan. With as little as $25, you, family

and friends can open and contribute to an account for your child. Contributions can qualify for

a generous deduction from New York State taxable income.* Earnings grow tax-deferred, and

you pay no state or federal taxes on qualified withdrawals, making a 529 plan one of the most

tax-efficient ways to save.** Plus, a rewards service from Upromise® can add to your account.

It’s so easy—just visit ny529directplan.com, and in about ten minutes, you’ve kept your promise.


